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Hugh  F.  Dickson 


December  1946. 


Deer  Dr.  Speer: 


May  Mrs.  Speer  andyou,  and  all  those 
near  and  dear  unto  you  both,  experience  the  most 
jcyous  and  happiest  Christmas  and  New  year 
Season. 


I  am  ever  grateful  for  your  friend¬ 
ship  and  confidence  and  wish  you  t>  know  that. 

You  have  meant  so  much  to  me  and  have  had  a  vast 
influence  upon  not  only  my  own  life  but  that  of 
every  member  of  our  family. 


Faithfully  yours. 
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HOYT  M.  DOBBS 

SEVEN  THIRTY-ONE  EIGHTH  COURT  WEST 
BIRMINGHAM  4.  ALABAMA 

October  11th,  19^5 


Dr,  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Rockledge , 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Every  man  in  public  life  enjoys  receiving 
once  in  a  great  while  a  letter  without  complaints 
and  a  letter  making  no  requests. 

Such  a  letter  with  great  pleasure  I  now  write 
you.  Please  permit  me  to  say  that  your  address  at 
Lake  Junaluska  abides  in  our  memory.  Indeed  we  shall 
"remember"  it  for  a  long,  long  time. 

Mrs.  Dobbs  and  I  first  met  you  and  heard  you 
in  Toranto,  Canada  in  1902.  We  both  feel  thqt  you 
have  made  a  distinct  contribution  to  our  life. 

I  have  written  to  Fleming  H.  Revell,  asking 
that  they  send  me  two  copies  of  your  pamphlet  on 
"Extemporaneous  Speaking."  I  must  also  ask  you  to 
accept  my  thanks  for  bringing  to  my  attention.  Dr. 
Steere!s  book,  "On  Beginning  From  Within".  I  have  read 
it  carefully  and  with  profit. 

And  now  may  the  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you. 

The  Lord  make  His  face  to  shine  upon  you  and  be  gracious 
unto  you.  The  Lord  lift  up  His  countenance  upon  you 
and  give  you  peace,  both  now  and  evermore. 


Hoyt  M.  Dobbs 


T)o^5orv(  /  H'  , 


J  an. 5, 1944. 


Your  welcome  letter  should  have 
received  an  earlier  answer.  It  must  have  been 
with  a  full  heart  that  you  met  your  daughter 
Margaret.  Almost  as  though  receiving  one  back 
from  the  dead!  Was  sorry  not  to  be  able  to 
help  greet  the  folks  from  the  Gripsholm. 

you  write  of  the  cold,  imow  the  newspapers 
are  telling  of  a  cold  snap  in  the  hast.  Our 
morning  temperature  is  around  40o. 

Was  much  disappointed  when  I  heard  it 
was  too  late  to  hear  your  sermon  in  St.Johns 
Church  here  two  blocks  west  of  where  I  live. 

Was  just  returning  from  an  assignment  south  of 
here.  1  trust  the  travel  has  not  been  too 
fatiguing. 

As  you  probably  know  I  am  speaking  at 
request  of  the  Board  Office  in  San  F.  Have 
been  to  about  thirty  places  since  Oct.l.  It 
has  been  most  enjoyable,  i.e.  to  me.  rhe 
subject  seems  to  have  had  enough  interest  to 
pay  expenses. 

It  is  my  wish  to  get  a  trailer  and  live 
in  it.  rhe  plan  to  go  to  back-country  under¬ 
privileged  churches.  They  always  seem  so  ap¬ 
preciative;  not  having  to  snap  their  watches 
and  think  of  the  next  appointment. 

My  second  son  has  just  entered  the  army 
medical  corps.  He  is  an  orthopedic  surgeon. 

The  other  son  is  rooming  here. 

With  undying  memories  of  the  work  of  the 
years,  most  of  which  we  have  travelled  together, 
and  wishing  a  far  happier  new  Year  to  you,  lam 

Yours  cordially, 


Denver  5 , Colorado* 
333  E.16th.Ave. 

May  29,1947. 


Dr. Robert  E. Speer, 

Rockledge , 

Lakeville , 

Connecticut. 

Dear  Dr. Speer: 

As  you, very  probably, know . Dr .Martin  Anderson, pastor 
of  Central  Presbyterian  Church, Denver, having  reached 
the  age  of  retirement , decided  to  withdraw  from  the 
pastorate  and  retire. 

Our  Session  has  elected  a  committee  of  twenty  three 
to  seek  a  successor  to  Dr  .Anderson.  Some  of  us  are 
interested  in  Dr. Harold  R.Martin, pastor, Second  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  Bloomington,Illinois,and  would  like  to 
know  more  of  Dr  .Martin, his  ability  as  a  preacher  and 
organizer  and  of  his  soundness, so  I  write  you  to  ask 
if  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  write  and  enlighten  us 
along  these  lines? 

If  you  know  Dr  .Martin  and  his  work  in  Bloomington  and 
will  acquiesce  in  this  request, it  will  be  a  great  help 
in  guiding  our  committee.  I  can  assure  you  your  let¬ 

ter  would  not  be  publicized  and  would  go  no  farther  than 
this  committee. 

I  have  letters  from  a  few  of  the  outstanding  men  of  our 
great  denomination  and  they  all  seem  to  be  very  compli¬ 
mentary  of  Dr .Martin, but  we  lack  knowledge  of  his  funda¬ 
mental  views  and  I  am  seeking  that  in  this  letter. 

Dr. Joseph  Vance  is  serving  us  during  the  interim, but  we 
hope  our  pulpit  is  not  to  be  vacant  for  a  prolonged  period. 

There  is  no  one , Dr .Speer, whose  judgement  we  would  place 
above  yours  in  this  particular  matter, so  you  can  see  how 
looked-up  to  you  are  and  how  we  would  prize  your  reply. 

With  kind  regards  and  best  wishes  and  thanking  you, in  ad¬ 
vance,  for  tnis  inf  onuation,  I  am 
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March  20,  1  |i | 
(Diet.  Mar.  17 ) 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
"Rockledge" 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speers 

The  annual  Trustees’  meeting  at  Clifton  Springs  this  week  brought  out  a 
most  cheering  picture,  financial  and  otherwise,  of  the  condition  of  the  sani¬ 
tarium.  I  thought  you  might  like  to  see  this  treasurer’s  report  which  tells  a 
good  deal  of  the  story. 

The  war  has  temporarily  helped  out  the  sanitarium  because  so  many  of  the 
competing  practitioners  in  t he  region  are  away  and  because  people  have  more 
money  to  spend  than  they  usually  had  for  a  good  while.  But  there  has  also  been 
good  management  on  the  part  of  the  new  business  manager,  Mr.  Oehl schlaeger,  who 
has  taken  a  great  deal  off  the  shoulders  of  Adrian  Taylor. 

Enoch  Bell,  who  goes  up  there  as  a  patient  every  now  and  then  and  is^o  sely 
on  the  real  inside  of  things  than  most  of  us  are,  says  that  there  is  a  very  good 
spirit  and  he  feels  that  things  are  going  along  well. 

Adrian  is  back  in  full  surgical  swing.  And  his  surgery  seems  to  be  as  good 
as  ever.  But  he  i s  still  rather  subdued  and  almost  depressed  since  his  long  ill¬ 
ness,  though  he  is  improving.  And  we  all  look  to  see  him  recover  his  spirits  in 
time.  This  was  about  the  first  serious  illness  he  ever  had,  I  believe,  and  it 
hit  him  psychologically,  as  well  as  otherwise. 

Dr.  Mac Sporran,  as  chaplain,  has  done  fine  work  —  perhaps  not  all  that  we 
will  eventually  look  for  from  a  young  man,  but  bringing  in  a  great  deal  of  good 
cheer  and  friendliness  and  helpful  advice.  I  think  the  religious  character  of 
the  institution  has  recovered  some  lost  ground  during  the  last  year  or  two. 


The  missionaries  I  keep  sending  up  there  are  as  enthusiastic  as  ever  about 
^  tfoe  place.  One  of  the  Gripsholm  people  is  up  there  now  making  a  slow  r  ecovery • 
It  was  so  nice  to  ase  something  of  Marnie  when  she  was  in  Montclair.  From  all  ac¬ 
counts  she  gave  a  wonderfully  fine  talk  to  our  young  people.  And  the  Bill  Speers 
family  were  so  glad  to  see  here. 

We  are  all  grateful  for  your  little  hook,  "Five  Minutes  A  Day"  which  so  many 
of  us  have  been  using. 


With  -warm  regards. 


Sincerely, 


ETO/k 
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March  24,  1944 
(Diet.  Mar.  23) 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
"Rockledge" 

Lakeville ,  Conn . 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

We  have  just  had  word  that,  after  a  brief  illness, 

Miss  Connell  died  today,  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hospital. 

She  was  taken  in  there  ten  days  ago  by  her  physician, 
for  what  seemed  to  be  a  threatened  pneumonia,  and  seemed 
to  be  clearing  up.  1  went  up  to  see  her  there  on  Tuesday. 
She  was  expecting  to  leave  the  hospital  today,  though  she 
looked  very  wan  and  frail.  Then  we  got  word  that  she  ap¬ 
parently  had  developed  a  pulmonary  embolism.  The  report 
this  morning  was  that  she  was  somewhat  better.  But  1  was 
not  surprised  over  the  later  word  this  late  afternoon. 

She  was  a  loyal,  faithful  soul,  and  made  her  staunch 
contribution  over  the  years.  I  am  not  sure  but  what  it  was 
better  for  her  to  slip  away  quietly  now,  as  she  was  steadily 
losing  her  sight  and  would  have  become  very  dependent. 

Ho  one  seems  to  know  of  any  relatives  in  this  country. 
The  Pinaer  sisters  were  about  as  close  to  her  as  anyone  and 
have  been  up  to  see  her  at  the  hospital. 


Sincerely, 


EMD/k 
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December  5,  1944 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Mr.  Speer: 

It  certainly  was  good  to  get  your  letter  this  morning  after  having 
already  heard  of  your  safe  arrival.  I  know  just  how  you  feel  about  get¬ 
ting  home  after  a  hospital  experience.  It  is  a  wonderful  feeling. 

I  am  so  sorry  to  hear  about  your  man  William  Jenks  and  will  be  glad 
to  do  anything  that  I  can  to  help.  From  what  you  tell  me,  it  sounds  to  me 
as  though  it  would  be  best  to  start  him  with  an  orthopedic  specialist  and 
then  follow  up  with  hospital,  study  or  whatever  seems  necessary.  I  would 
have  in  mind  Dr.  Alan  DeForest  Smith,  who  is  a  professor  of  orthopedics  at 
the  Medical  Center  and  who  is  also  one  of  the  chief  men  at  the  Orthopedic 
Hospital.  We  could  send  William  Jenks  to  him  as  a  private  patient  and  then 
decide  where  or  what  should  be  the  next  step. 

At  the  Medical  Center  we  could  probably  secure  for  him  one  of  the  church 
endowed  beds  in  a  ward  which  would  give  him  free  care.  As  these  beds  are  a 
good  deal  in  demand,  this  might  very  well  be  a  case  of  waiting  a  couple  of 
weeks  until  a  bed  is  available.  The  churches  to  which  we  usually  go  are  the 
First  Church,  Brick  Church  and  Madison  Avenue  Church. 

I  will  be  glad  to  make  an  appointment  with  Dr.  Smith  if  you  will  let  me 
know  a  little  ahead  so  we  can  save  time  and  expense,  though  it  might  be 
necessary  for  him  to  come  down  for  this  first  examination  ana  then  go  back 
and  wait  for  an  endowed  bed.  If  it  were  to  be  the  Orthopedic  Hospital,  how¬ 
ever,  he  might  be  able  to  go  right  in.  In  that  case,  the  cost  would  be  $4.00 
a  day  for  wrard  bed,  and  of  course  X-ray  or  other  tests  which  probably  would 
not  be  very  heavy. 

The  alternative  of  Clifton  Springs  might  be  worth  considering,  especially 
as  they  have  so  much  good  physiotherapy  up  there  and  the  finances  are  in  good 
condition.  I  don't  know  just  what  special  personal  arrangement  Adrian  could 
make. 

Affectionately, 


EMD/k 


DoiA,  e.fli 
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.December  20,  1944 
(Diet.  bee.  19) 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rocklecge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Dr.  Smith  has  just  called  up  in  regard  to  William  Jenks  and  has 
arranged  for  him  to  stay  at  the  Orthopedic  hospital,  4^0  E.  59th  Street, 
for  further  investigation  of  the  problem.  I  approved  his  making  this 
arrangement,  which  will  be  in  the  ward  and  at  $4.50  a  day.  There  will 
also  be  some  X-ray  or  other  charges.  1  presume  it  will  take  a  few  days 
to  have  all  this  cone. 

As  you  intimated,  there  is  evidently  a  rather  involved  and  compli¬ 
cated  problem  here.  Dr.  Smith  said  he  had  a  badly  twisted  spine  —  also 
some  nerve  root  involvements  which  axe  giving  him  his  pain.  Dr.  Smith 
wanted  to  have  a  neurologist  consulted,  as  well  as  what  he  could  work  out 
himself.  This  will  all  be  possible  under  the  one  set-up  at  the  Orthopedic 
Hospital . 

I  do  hope  they  can  do  something  for  him.  If  this  should  involve  a 
further  hospital  stay,  beyond  these  few  days  for  diagnosis,  especially  if 
it  involves  operation,  shall  I  tell  them  to  go  ahead? 

There  would  be  no  charge  for  an  operation  done  on  a  ward  patient.  But 
there  might  be  a  long  stay  at  the  $4.50  a  day  rate. 

While  I  am  writing,  I  can  add  that  the  Kennedy  Room  is  going  to  be 
used  for  a  hernia  operation  which  ought  to  be  out  of  there  by  about  January 
tenth.  But  there  is  still  another  patient  who  may  need  to  go  in,  either 
then  or  before  that  time  for  operation.  So  there  is  some  question  about 
how  January  will  run.  But  at  the  moment,  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of 
its  being  available  for  you  by  the  middle  of  January. 

I  can  imagine  you  have  a  glorious  snow  scene  ail  around  you  today, 
after  the  big  snowstorm  which  has  probably  included  you  along  with  us. 

With  affectionate  regard, 


EMD/k 


J?ndJ  E.Jm 
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December  26,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  am  starting  this  letter  to  you  before  I  have  been  able  to 
get  hold  of  Dr.  Fish  this  morning,  but  will  be  expecting  to  add  a 
word  as  well  as  wire  you  a  little  later. 

I  have  your  two  letters  of  December  <cQ  and  22.  And  I  am  en¬ 
closing  the  first  bill  I  received  from  the  Orthopedic  Hospital  for 
William  Jenks  —  $44.50. 

Since  they  are  in  touch  with  me  and  since  you  will  be  changing 
to  the  hospital,  they  might  as  well  send  me  the  bills  to  pass  on  from 
time  to  time . 

I  haven1 1  any  further  word  a.bout  him  yet,  but  I  think  Dr.  Smith 
will  let  me  know  when  any  decision  is  reached. 

it  surely  is  good  to  know  from  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  how  much  built 
up  you  are.  And  1  am  glad  this  operation  can  be  done  without  any  fur¬ 
ther  waiting  between. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  the  Kennedy  Room  is  not  available  now.  Since 
writing  you,  two  or  three  definite  or  probably  operative  cases  have 
emerged  among  missionaries.  And  it  is  just  a  case  of  how  to  line  them 
up  now.  It  is  barely  possible  that  the  Kennedy  Room  might  be  available 
part  of  the  time  while  you  are  in  the  hospital,  in  which  case  we  may 
be  able  to  switch  it  around  in  the  bookkeeping  and  give  you  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  it. 
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1 56  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  lO.  N.  Y. 


January  3,  1945 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 

Harkness  Pavilion 
168th  Street  and  Broadway 
New  York,  32,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  am  enclosing  tnis  bill  for  William  Jenks 
which  has  just  come  in  for  his  X-ray  and  for  the 
first  week  of  his  hospital  care. 

Sincerely, 


EMD/k 

enc. 
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The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  lO.  N.  Y. 


October  3,  1946 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Mr.  Speeri 

This  letter  from  Mrs.  Mygatt  deserves  following  up  carefully,  which  I 
will  try  to  do.  We  certainly  don’t  want  to  have  any  entering  wedge  of  that 
sort  come  into  Clifton  Springs  if  that  is  taking  place. 

I  wonder  if  she  does  not  have  Mr.  Linder  in  mind  when  she  says  the  "manager”. 
He  has  of  course  been  there  for  many  years,  before  my  time,  and  is  a  Catholic. 

I  know  that  the  last  time  I  was  up  there  at  Clifton,  Dr.  John  MacSporran,  who 
is  now  Chaplain,  as  you  know,  was  a  little  troubled  about  the  way  he  thought 
some  things  were  being  handled  in  the  inside  office  and  questioned  Mr.  Linder’  s 
attitude  toward  missionaries  somewhat.  I  wasn’t  able  to  see  Adrian  at  that  time 
before  leaving.  I  wrote  to  him  later  on  without  mentioning  names.  He  came  back 
with  a  very  hearty  and  emphatic  letter  on  the  whole  subject  of  missionaries’ 
status  up  there,  which  was  as  reassuring  as  anything  of  that  kind  could  be.  But 
I  shouldn’t  wonder  that  we  ought  to  watch  that  carefully  all  the  time. 

I  am  not  clear  about  the  new  doctors,  but  I  will  take  that  up  too.  I  am 
writing  to  Frank  Moore  of  Auburn,  who  is  one  of  the  newer  trustees  who  takes  a 
great  interest,  and  is  much  closer  to  things  than  I  am,  especially  as  he  is  so 
nearly.  He  may  have  some  impressions  one  way  or  the  other,  which  I  can  pass  on 
to  you. 

In  general,  my  impression  of  the  attitude  of  the  medical  staff,  is  that  it 
is  not  any  more  or  less  religious  than  has  been  for  a  good  many  years,  which  is 
of  course  nothing  very  positive.  There  are  only  one  or  two  who  have  very  defi¬ 
nitely  the  religious  concern.  In  other  ways,  I  think  the  atmosphere  of  the  place 
is  still  good.  And  our  missionaries  still  seem  to  like  it  very  much. 

Adrian  is  as  fine  as  ever.  But  he  has  not  quite  been  himself  since  that  very 
severe  go  of  pneumonia  which  he  had  a  couple  of  years  ago.  It  left  him  with  a 
mild  depression  which  does  not  interfere  with  his  good  surgical  judgment  and  his 
surgical  technique  —  they  all  tell  me  —  though  he  worries  more  about  his  surgical 
cases  than  he  used  to.  But  he  is  not  as  sparkling  and  aggressive  as  he  used  to  be. 
On  the  whole,  I  think  he  is  gradually  pulling  out  of  this  thing  and  is  better. 

But  he  is  inclined  to  leave  more  to  other  people  than  he  used  to  do. 


SDodd  /YecL 

> 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer 


October  3,  1946 


We  unfortunately  lost  a  fine  manager  frfcrt.  we  had  there  who  was  doing  very 
well  by  the  place.  He  left  us  to  go  into  some  other  philanthropical  organiza¬ 
tion  last  spring.  He  took  a  great  deal  off  Adrian  and  was  very  sympathetic  to 
the  best  aims  and  purposes  of  the  institution. 

We  must  watch  this  point,  however,  about  getting  too  many  Catholics  on 
the  medical  staff,  if  there  is  a  turn  in  that  direction.  I  don't  know  about  the 
newer  men.  It  wjs(LHof  course  be  a  calamity  to  have  that  sort  of  thing  permeate 
the  place. 

I  wish  I  had  a  chance  to  get  glimpses  of  you  than  the  rare  occasions  of 
these  past  years. 


EMD/k 
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March  21,  1?U7 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Mr.  Speer: 

I  always  want  to  keep  you  posted  on  major  developments  at  Clifton  Springs. 

And  this  is  in  connection  with  an  important  and  difficult  trustees’  meeting 
last  week. 

The  main  immediate  problem  was  Adrian  Taylor  and  the  superintendency.  As 
you  know,  he  has  been  having  something  of  a  mild  depression  since  his  severe 
illness  three  years  or  so  ago.  He  went  right  on  with  his  surgery,  which  did  not 
seem  to  be  impaired,  though  it  caused  him  great  worry  and  nervous  strain  as  it 
had  not  before.  But  he  withdrew  into  himself  and  withdrew  very  much  from  administra¬ 
tion.  He  passed  important  decisions  on  to  others,  did  not  meet  people  as  he  used 
to,  and  his  judgment  was  not  as  good.  We  hoped  that  he  would  work  out  of  it;  and 
last  year  we  thought  he  was  slowly  coming  up.  And  everybody  was  loyal  and  coopera¬ 
tive.  But  there  wras  still  too  much  of  a  ’’sub”  situation. 

During  the  past  year  a  few  reports  began  reaching  some  of  us  from  Dr.  MacSporran 
or  others,  that  things  were  going  down  rather  than  up  with  him.  About  two  weeks 
ago,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  arm.  He  insisted  on  staying  in  bed  with 
this  in  the  Woodbury  buildings,  though  the  doctors  saw  no  reason  for  bed  regime 
and  urged  him  to  be  up.  It  served  to  underline  his  withdrawal  into  himself. 

The  more  serious  problem  however,  was  over  his  surgery.  I  went  up  a  day  early 
to  secure  all  the  information  I  could.  Dr.  MacSporran  gave  me  the  very  unfavorable 
slant  which  had  come  from  the  doctors.  Dr.  Thomas  and  Dr.  Eickner,  good  reliable 
men  and  staunch  personal  friends  of  Adrian,  said  that  his  surgery  had  been  deterio¬ 
rating  and  that  they  considered  the  situation  serious.  Dr.  Munford,  a  very  sound 
person,  as  you  know,  was  reported  as  saying  recently  that  he  no  longer  dared  refer 
serious  surgical  cases  to  Dr.  Taylor,  because  his  mortality  was  too  high.  Dr. 

Eickner  and  Dr.  Price,  one  of  the  younger  surgeons,  while  assisting  at  operations, 
have  done  all  they  could  to  watch  Adrian  and  guide  him  through  operations,  but  felt 
that  even  with  this  the  results  were  deteriorating.  Dr.  Thomas,  who  is  a  trustee, 
since  going  to  Rochester,  said  that  he  would  be  willing  to  answer  questions  but 
was  not  initiating  any  move. 

At  the  meeting,  part  of  the  trustees  knew  something  of  the  situation  and  some 
did  not.  When  I  suggested  that  we  ask  Dr.  Thomas  some  questions,  they  went  into 
things  very  carefully  and  sympathetically.  His  answers,  which  were  given  under  a 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
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good  deal  of  personal  stress,  because  he,  like  all  of  us,  is  very  fond  of  Adrian, 
were  so  convincing  to  everyone,  plus  what  was  already  known,  that  we  unanimously 
felt  that  Adrian  should  not  go  on  with  the  superintendency  and  should  not  go  on 
with  surgery. 

He  has  offered  to  resign  several  times  over  the  last  several  years.  But  he 
has  told  people  that  his  wife  kept  urging  him  to  continue.  And  the  trustees  always 
wanted  him  to  continue. 

Diffendorffer,  the  new  chairman  of  the  Board,  and  Dr.  Clayton  Greene,  were 
deputed  to  interview  the  Taylors.  I  understand  that  this  interview  went  off  very 
amicably  and  well.  The  Taylors  were  apparently  more  or  less  expecting  something. 

And  it  may  be  that  Adrian  was  really  relieved.  Anyway,  his  resignation  followed. 

It  is  too  bad  that  we  have  to  lose  him.  He  has  done  a  fine  job  there.  I 
think  we  caught  things  just  as  things  began  to  get  out,  and  we  perhaps  saved  some 
very  bad  casualty. 

Now  we  are  faced  with  the  task  of  finding  a  successor.  That  will  not  be  easy. 
We  will  be  glad  of  suggestions.  Dr.  Thomas  is  one  of  these  suggested  for  it,  though 
it  is  doubtful  whether  he  would  want  it. 

Dr.  Munford,  has  been  appointed  acting  superintendent  for  the  interim,  —  with 
no  thought  whatever  of  his  being  considered  for  more  than  that. 

The  other  question  which  -was  gone  into  somewhat  was  the  Catholic  one.  This 
came  up  with  the  re-election  of  officers,  including  the  new  business  manager,  Mr. 
Corwin,  who  is  a  Catholic,  as  our  correspondent  brought  out.  He  made  a  very  good 
impression  on  us  in  the  meeting,  —  seemed  to  be  well  informed,  well  oriented, 
and  vdth  a  good  spirit. 

It  came  out  that  the  Executive  Committee,  who  chose  him,  knew  that  he  was  a 
Catholic,  though  the  rest  of  us  did  not.  Dr.  Mac Sporran’ s  version  of  the  proceedings 
was  that  Adrian  had  a  major  part  in  the  selection  and  had  not  known  till  later  that 
Mr.  Corwin  was  a  Catholic.  Anyway,  the  Executive  Committee  accepted  responsibility 
for  the  decision.  And  there  was  quite  a  little  difference  of  opinion  among  us  on 
the  importance  of  the  Catholic  issue.  Diffendorffer,  Seward  Hlltner  of  the  Federal 
Council  and  I  emphasized  the  dangers,  but  did  not  press  the  issue  on  the  re-election 
How.  So  he  continues.  But  at  least  the  cautioning  has  registered;  and  the  question 
vd.ll  be  watched. 

The  village  is  now  $0%  Catholic,  we  understand.  And  of  course  we  have  had  a 
good  many  Catholics  among  the  help  and  among  the  nurses  for  many  years  back.  But 
it  certainly  should  not  go  farther  in  the  higher  controls.  I  am  sorry  that  it  has 
gone  as  far  as  it  has. 

With  warm  regards. 


EMD/k 


enc  • 


Cordially, 


copy  to  Dr.  Diffcndorffer 
v  Dr.  MacDporran 
Dr.  Munfoxd 
three  extra  copieo 


torch  lk ,  19U7 


Dr.  Adrian  Taylor 
Clifton  Springs  L&rdtariu<3 
Clifton  Springs,  K.  Y# 

Dear  Adrians 

Dr#  "if rend orf for  h as  told  e  of  your  resignation,  since  getting  bad  here# 

And  I  -rite  you  with  singled  feeling©  —  from  a  friend  and  associate.  Go  the  one 
hand*  I  ara  glad  to  have  you  released  fro»  the  nervous  strain  of  surgery#  And,  on 
the  othar,  1  an  very  sorry  health  conditions  arc  such  that  your  splendid  services  at 
Clifton  Spring©  must  have  an  end# 

I  know  Uiut  ths  nervous  strain  of  operations  has  told  on  you#  T  reaewbsr  your 
tailing  ae  how  you  lost  sleep  over  this  before  and  after,  and  heir  It  worried  you 
aa  it  raver  used  to  do#  One  can  manage  with  this  cart  of  thing  for  ©  while.  Bat* 
when  it  continues,  and  especially  when  one  is  approaching  sixty-five,  which  is  so 
often  a  retiring  ago  nowadays,  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  release  from 
the  responsibility.  Also,  your  genuine  friends,  as  we  are,  can  well  share  in  the 
responsibility  for  the  decision. 

As  to  the  work  that  you,  have  don©  at  Clifton,  it  will  take  more  than  m  to  do 
It  justice#  You  will  be  hearing  about  this  from  all  sides#  You  brought  to  Clifton 
a  very  able  leadership,  combined  with  your  genial,  friendly,  spirit,  milch  is  so 
irqportent  a  ;wrt  of  the  picture  at  such  an  institution#  You  have  been  t m  to  the 
Christian  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  founder,  who  “want  this  place  to  be  saich  more 
than  just  another  sanitarium#  As  a  result  of  all  this,  the  institution  has  prospered 
and  progressed  under  your  hand#  We  give  thanks  for  this.  And  wo  want  you  to  know 
beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  how  deeply  all  we,  your  friends  and  associate©,  appreciate 
your  work#  I  hope  tliat  you  will  have  th©  abiding  sense  of  satisfaction  ia  the  job 
well  done#  It  1®  going  to  be  very  difficult  for  us  to  find  a  successor  who  will 
embody  so  such  of  what  Clifton  needs  for  th©  fulfillment  of  its  edssion# 

On  the  more  personal  side,  it  Ii&b  leant  more  than  I  can  tell  you  to  work  with 
you#  Xoa  have  been  a  warm  friend.  And  X  am  going  to  miss  you  up  there  very  greatly# 
But  I  hope  I  am  not  going  to  lose  contact,  with  you# 

Aith  affectionate  regard®, 

Sincerely, 


WD/k 


STEPHENTOWN  CENTER,  N.  Y.  May  12  th  1  9  46 

Rev,  Robert  E.Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn, 

My  dear  Speer: - 

I  see  by  the  Alumni  Weekly  thatyou  are  living  in 
Lakeville  Conn,  I  have  a  problem  that  for  some  time  I  have  been 
wanting  to  present  to  someone  connected  with  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Possibly  you  can  help  me  out  with  it. 
My  father  went  to  China  as  a  missionary  in  1 861 ,  From 
the  time  he  left  Hew  York  till  he  left  China  in  1 877  he  kept  a 
diary.  That  old  diary  is  in  my  possession,  and  af  er  I  have 
passed  on  I  do  not  think  there  is  anyone  in  the  family  who  will 
be  interested  in  it,  I  have  been  wondering  whether  the  Board 
would  have  a  place  for  it  or  would  be  intereste  in  having  it  in 
their  files, 

I  am  driving  down  to  Bridgeport  nert  week  Friday 

(May  2  4th),  and, as  I  vrill  be  passing  near  Iakeville ,  if  you  v  ish 

I  would  be  pleased  to  stop  and  discuss  the  matter  with  you 

Sincerely  yours 

Samuel  T.^odd 
Stephen town  Center 

H.Y. 
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156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
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OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


December  ^.0,  1946 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
"Rockledge" 

Lakeville 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

We  have  been  going  through  the  minutes  of  the  Iran  Mission  Annual 
Meeting  to  be  sure  that  we  have  c&r  e  d  fur  the  various  items  requiring  atten¬ 
tion  here  in  America,  and  we  find  that  we  have  not  yet  sent  to  you  the  follow¬ 
ing  action: 

46-156  Greetings  to  Dr.  Speer.  That  the  Mission  on  the  occasion  of 
its  Annual  Meeting  send  through  its  Secretary  a  word  of  affection¬ 
ate  greeting  to  Dr.  Speer,  who  for  so  many  years  was  the  Board  Sec¬ 
retary  for  this  field. 

It  is  a  privilege  to  pass  on  to  you  these  affectionate  greetings. 

With  best  wishes. 


Cordially  yours, 


JLD:ba 


J .L.  Dodds 
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OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 

March  19,  1947 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lytle  of  the  Church  World  Service  will 
answer  some  of  the  questions  in  your  letter  of  March  16th.  The  112,000  men¬ 
tioned  there  came  from  the  Assyrian  churches  of  the  Chicago  area  through  the 
Restoration  Fund. 


You  will  have  noted  in  Hugo  Muller* s  report  and  letter  one  of  the  factors 
which  is  puzzling  $  namely,  how  much  is  it  wise  to  publish  in  America  the  events 
in  the  Urumiah  area?  If  such  publicity  were  to  be  resented  by  the  Iranian 
government  or  even  by  the  officials  in  Azerbaijan,  it  might  react  upon  the 
Assyrian  Community  to  make  their  plight  even  worse.  I  have  written  to  Hugo 
Muller  to  ask  about  this  and  shall  expect  his  reply  within  a  couple  of  weeks. 

I  am  also  trying  to  find  out  from  the  State  Department  whether  there  is  even 
a  remote  possibility  that  a  number  of  the  Assyrians  might  be  transferred  to 
some  country  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  and  if  so,  through  what  avenues  one 
should  approach  the  problem.  One  cannot  wonder- at  the  desire  of  the  Assyrians 
to  leave  that  part  of  the  world  where  they  have  suffered  so  much,  but  in  view 
of  the  relative  failure  to  provide  for  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  displaced 
persons  in  Europe,  one  wonders  if  anything  is  likely  to  be  done  in  the  immediate 
future  for  the  Assyrians. 

j-Our  expei ience  in  these  lines  would  be  most  valuable.  I  wish  it  were  possible 
to  talk  the  matter  over  vath  you.  Are  you  planning  to  come  through  Rew^  York  any 
time  in  the  near  future? 


Affectionate^  yours, 


JLD:MAF 

Enc. 
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Dr.  Rex-bert  C.  Lytle,  Jr. 

CHURCH  WORLD  SERVICE,  IRC. 

S7  East  36  th  Street 
Hew  York  16,  R.  Y. 

Dear  Doctor.  Lytlei 

During  the  past  month  we  have  received  reports  of  events  in  Destern  Iran  around  the 
Resaiyeh  area,  where  villages  of  Christian  Assyrians  have  been  looted  and  Christians 
killed.  Late  in  January  one  of  our  missionaries  was  able  to  go  into  that  area  with 
the  pastor  of  the  Tabriz  Church.  They  inspected  fourteen  villages,  ten  of  which  had 
been  looted.  They  stated  that  altogether  twenty  of  these  villages  have  been  looted 
in  greater  or  less  degree. —  some  of  them  so  thoroughly  that  they  now  stand  completely 
abandoned.  They  gave  no  report  on  the  number  of  deaths,  but  from  other  sources  we 
have  had  figures  ranging  from  200  to  2000. 

The  occasion  of  this,  apparently,  was  the  withdrawal  of  so-called  Dg&ocratic  Russian- 
sponsored  government.  The  Assyrians,  as  a  Christian  minority  under  a  totalitarian 
regime  were  attracted  by  the  word  "Democratic”  and  by  tim  sponsorship  of  a  non-Moslem 
government.  A  number  of  them,  therefore,  threw  in  their  lot  with  the  Russian-sponsored 
government.  During  the  three  or  four  days  between  the  withdrawal  of  that  government 
and  the  arrival  of  the  Central  Government  troops,  the  P.ori-n  populi  tion^'thc  erea  rose 
up  against  the  Assyrians  ancl  looted  and  burned  their  village s.  My  impression  is  that 
any  killing  was  more  or  less  incidental  to  the  looting,  bat  I  have  xo  proof  of  this  one 
way  or  the  other. 

The  report  that  we  have  received  of  the  plight  of  these  Assyrians  is  pitiable  in  the 
extreme.  The  looting  was  done  in  raid-winter.  Practially  everything  was  taken,  includin'* 
fara  animals,  household  goods,  clothing,  bedding  and  food.  In  some  cases  even  door 
frames  and  window  frames  were  taken  away  or  were  burned.  The  unfortunate  Assyrians 
huddled  together,  several  families  to  a  house,  trying  to  keep  warm* 

As  in  all  such  happenings,  the  picture  is  lightened  a  bit  by  the  efforts  of  better- 
intentioned  Moslems  to  protect  the  Christians.  The  report  submitted  to  us  tells  of 
several  villages  which  either  escaped  looting  or  in  which  loss  was  very  slight  because 
of  the  efforts  of  Moslem  neighbors  or  officials.  However,  our  report  indicates  that 
the  tension  between  the  two  communities  is  greater  than  it  has  been  for  years.  One 
leading  Moslem  commented  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Christians  and  Mohammedans 
to  continue  to  live  together,  "One  of  us  must  go."  The  dominant  desire  of  the  Assyrians 
is  to  go  to  some  country  in  the  Western  Hemi sphere.  Even  more  than  the  plea  for  immediate 
relief  of  their  pressing  needs  was  tlxis  prayer  —  to  be  taken  away  from  that  area. 

The  Assyrian  community  in  that  area  of  Iran  numbers  about  10,000.  These  are  divided 
into  several  sects  —  Ancient  Nestorian,  Catholic  and  Evangelical,  being  the  main  ones. 
Relief  has  been  sent  by  individuals  in  the  States,  sometimes  directly  to  individuals  in 
Iran  and  sometimes  through  the  Catholic  Church.  We  have  just  cabled  ^12,000  to  be  used 
for  this  purpose  for  the  needy  and  suffering  Assyrians  without  discrimination  as  to  sect 
or  denomination. 


Dr.  Herbert  C.  Lytle,  Jr 


-  £  - 


March  19,  1947 


The  estimated  needs  for  immediate  relief  were  $50,000.  Including  our  gift,  perhaps 
$20,000  may  have  gone  through  one  channel  or  another. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  case  in  which  Church  World  Service  could  validly  make 
a  contribution.  The  plight  of  the  Assyrians  is  more  or  less  traceable  to  the  presence 
of  Russia  in  Iran  and  Russia  was  there  because  of  the  war.  In  a  very  real  sense,  there¬ 
fore,  it  is  a  war  condition.  The  Assyrians  are  a  community  well  worthy  of  aid.  They 
are  energetic  and  respectable.  During  and  after  the  first  world  war,  they  suffered  as 
a  community  perhaps  more  than  anyone  else.  A  recent  note  from  Dr.  Speer  ventures  the 
opinion  that  they  have  suffered  even  more  than  the  Armenians. 

As  you  suggest,  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.  is  the  only  Protestant  church 
at  work  among  the  Assyrians  in  Iran.  We  shall  continue  our  efforts  to  send  as  much 
relief  as  possible,  but  all  that  we  con  give  will  be  insufficient.  Might  I  ask  you 
please,  to  take  this  up  with  the  Church  World  Service  Committee  and  to  allocate  funds 
for  this  purpose.  I  mentioned  the  possibility  of  this  the  other  day  to  Mr.  Vaught,  and 
he  suggested  that  I  verite  either  to  you  or  to  Dp.  Barstow. 

Cordially  yours, 


J.  L.  Dodds,  Executive  Secretary 
In: la  and  Hear  East 

JLD:IdAF 

cc  -  Dr.  Speer 

cc  -  Dr.  Higgin bottom 
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HENRY  MARTYN  SCHOOL  OF  ISLAMIC  STUDIES 

Aligarh,  JJ.  P.f  India 


c/o  Foreign  Missions’  Conference, 

156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City. 

Aligarh,  U.P.,  Febu&ry  3,  1946* 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

We  greatly  appreciated  your  letter  of 
Oct.  19th.  in  reply  to  my  inquiry,  written  from  the 
Gripsholm,  about  your  personal  collection  of  missionary 
biographies •  On  thinking  the  matter  over  I  certainly 
agree  with  you  that  the  Foreign  Board  Library  needs 
come  in  for  first  consideration#  Probably  there  is  no 
place  where  they  would  be  more  appreciated  or  more 
used. 

When  I  was  home  on  furlough  I  had  with  me  what 
was  then  the  plan  of  our  Committee  of  Management,  to  see 
if  a  large  enough  sum  of  money  could  be  secured  to  enable 
us  to  establish  the  henry  Martyn  School  in  Delhi,  with 
adequate  housing  accommodations •  But  before  we  returned 
the  Staff  and  Committee  had  about  given  up  the  idea  of 
our  going  to  Delhi.  Property  over  there  is  so  very 
expensive,  and  the  W omen's  Finance  Committee  of  the 
American  Methodist  Church  are  offering  us  the  buildings 
we  now  occupy,  and  ten  acres  of  land,  for  Hs.  45,000. 

These  buildings  include  one  large,  well-built,  double 
bungalow,  which  accommodates  two  f smiles  and  has  four 
extra  rooms  for  student  guests;  an  excellent  library 
building,  with  two  office-studies  and  two  guest  suites; 
and  also  enough  former  dormitory  buildings  to  be  renovated 
so  as  to  provide  rooms  for  those  who  come  for  institutes  or 
conferences.  So  with  one  more  bungalow  and  some  roof 
repairs  we  can  get  along  here  in  Aligarh  very  well,- 
continuing  to  rent  whet  houses  we  require  in  Bangalore 
and  in  Landour.  The  Committee  took  action  to  request 
from  our  supporting  churches  Hs.  70, 000 •l,f or  the  purchase 
of  this  Aligarh  property  and  its  development" .  The 
Theological  Committee  of  the  N.C.C.  have  approved  our 
plan,  which  is  to  be  considered  by  the  N.C.C.  Executive 
in  March.  If  they  endorse  it  it  will  then  go  to  our 
respective  churches . 

We  find  that  our  students  like  Aligarh's 
freedom  from  too  many  distractions.  They  can  meet  a  good 
type  of  Muslim  gentlemen  as  they  come  to  ^nww^prof essors 
in  the  Muslim  University.  We  have  a  good  munshi  for  those 
missionaries  who  are  still  studying  Urdu.  The  Islamic 
work  here  in  the  winter  months  consists  of  supervised  reading 
courses,  with  the  preparation  of  personal  reference-notebooks, 
and  evening  papers  or  lectures  presented  by  the  Staff. 
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The  idea  of  a  central  Christian  School  of  Indian  Religions 
seems  to  be  wearing  out  under  further  consideration.  Our 
students  value  the  morning,  nonn  and  night  concentration 
on  Islam,  and  on  acquiring  facilities  and  background 
for  work  with  Muslims.  The  latest  proposal  is  for  a 
language  study  center  on  the  plains  in  the  winter  similar 
to  that  in  Landour,  with  something  on  Hinduism  and  Islam 
lumped  In  with  other  orientation  lectures.  We  are  willing 
to  cooperate  with  the  Language  School  In  Landour  on  that 
basis,  but  on  the  plains  we  want  a  separate  establishment, 
taking  only  such  language  students  as  are  (l)  studying  Urdu 
and  f2)  who  are  ready  to  spend  at  least  two  hours  a  day  in 
Islamic  studies. 

The  distinctive  differences  between  Christianity  and 
Islam  have  to  be  thought  out,  re-stated  and  prayed  over 
by  each  generation  of  missionaries , until  they  get 
convictions  that  are  real  in  the  sense  that  they  make 
them  their  own  and  not  mere  echos.  That  is  the  kind  of 
work  that  we  fesr  would  not  be  done  in  an  institution 
with  too  many  conglomerate  interests.  There  is  danger, 
it  seems  to  me,  lest  a  mere  university  consideration  of 
religions  as  such  should  fail  to  strengthen  purposes, 
or  to  develope  discrimination,  or  to  assume  responsibility. 

But  here  I  have  been  writing  to  you  just  as  in  times 
of  old,  sharing  problems  from  which  you  are  officially 
retired,  whereas  all  I  really  started  out  to  do  was  to 
express  our  appreciation  of  your  letter  and  to  send  to 
you  and  Mrs.  Speer  our  very  best  wishes. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


/ 


ROBERT  BOYD  MUNGER,  Pastor 
2407  D  ana  Street 
Berkeley  4>  Calif  ornia 


•ornia 


August  7,  1946 


Dr.  Robert  E. Speer, 

Lakeville , Connecticut 

Dear  Dr. Speer 5 

Would  you  kindly  send  to  us  a  glossy  picture 
of  yourself  so  that  we  may  have  it  for  publicity 
purposes  for  the  Evangelical  Fellowship  Conference 
this  fall. 

We  would  appreciate  your  sending  to  us  at  once 
the  picture  so  that  it  may  be  reproduced  on  the 
advance  leaflet  which  will  be  prepared  right  away 
and  mailed  out  to  all  the  ministers  of  Northern 
California . 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  serve  this  church  as 
secretary  for  thirteen  years  and  I  remember  with 
pleasure  your  being  guest  speaker  at  a  Conference 
of  the  Evangelical  Fellowship  some  ten  or  eleven  years. 
I  believe  it  was  the  first  Conference  held  by  the 
Fellowship. 

Looking  forward  to  meeting  you  again  and  receiving 
your  picture  for  our  publicity  at  an  early  date. 


Cordially, 


Mr.  Hunger's  Secretary 
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J/O  \AJ  Y\  S 
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;;tAt«oient  of  Dr.  iranoi*  iihuiik  Dowtm  a  l  matting  of  i>an  Franoisco 
Presbytory,  Ju»o  IB,  19*5 

It  is  with  d«ej>  ra&r®t  that  I  ask  for  ay  Uttar  of  transfer  that  will  take  me  from 
the  Presbyterian  Church  U.  S.  A,,  to  too  United  FreebyterUa  Church  of  Berth  Ana-lea. 

l*h©  Presbytery  is  aware  how  your  decisions  of  last  year  concerning  the  ©Iders, 
deacons  and  people  of  First  Church,  Berkeley,  a*  well  as  its  pastor,  were  considered  by 
iaany  as  so  unjust  and  un-Presbyterian,  that  a  considerable  number  of  officers  and  members 
left  First  Church,  to  return  to  it  no  more.  You  know  a  tree  by  its  fruits  and  a  decision 
by  its  effects* 

These  Presbyterians  were  scattering  to  many  different  denominations,  or  were  going 
as  a  unit  into  another  denomination.  At  this  point  I  was  invited  to  to  counsel  with  teem. 

I  urged  than  to  slick  together  and  to  petition  this  presbytery  to  organise  teem  into  a  new 
preebytarias  church.  A  considerable  number  did  this.  This  particular  group  msnbors  over 
200  and  oversubscribed  a  budget  of  $10,000.00.  Obstacles  and  acme  opposition,  hovamsr 
developed,  and  tee  absence  of  cordial  cooperation  la  the  Presbytery,  led  these  i’resbyterians 
to  turn  to  tee  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America  where,  after  full  investigation 
they  have  been  warmly  weloomed  and  officially  received  and  organized. 

Shis  new  church,  known  as  the  Saint  Paul's  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Berkeley,  has 
recently  extended  a  unanimous  call  to  me.  1  have  told  them  all  along  that  I  desired  to 
remain  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  U.  5.  A.,  which  has  meant  mute  to  me  tiirough  all  the  years 
of  rqy  ministry.  But  the  providential  circumstances  surrounding  the  creation  and  organization 
of  this  new  Saint  Paul's  Church,  their  unanimity  to  have  me  as  their  under-shepherd,  sad 
the  opportunities  for  Christ  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  growing  city  of  Berkeley,  with 
its  expanding  interests  in  tele  strategic  area  and  ite  great  university,  have  led  ms  to 
fuel  it  was  n*y  duty  at  this  particular  time  to  aooept  their  call. 

The  reciprocal  relations  teat  so  happily  exist  in  thin  country  between  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.  S.  A.  and  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America,  and  the  steady  exchange  f 
in  pastorates  of  ministers  going  back  and  forth  from  the  one  denomination  to  the  ote«-,  ha* 
altto  been  a  factor  ia  ayr  decision* 


page  2  -  Dr*  Downs*  stateaeat  at  meeting  of  iJreobytsry  - 


Sr«ry  opportunity  and  honor  which  this  Presbytery  has  given  mo  during  the 
past  thirteen  years  I  appreciate,  and  those  of  your  body  wheel  I  delight  to 
onll  friends  1  shall  always  cherish* 

As  members  together  of  one  great  Preetgrterian  family,  isay  we  look  forward 
to  the  day  when  the  different  Presbyterian  co.iraunions  in  our  beloved  land  will 
be  one  Presbyterian  Church,  one  Lord,  one  faith,  yes,  on©  all  over  the  earth. 


733  Santa  Barbara  Road 
Berkeley  7,  California 
June  23 ,  194-3 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


You  have  doubtless  heard,  during  the  past  year,  of 
some  of  the  problems  that  have  confronted  me  here  in 
Berkeley  due  to  the  activities  of  a  little  minority  group 
in  First  Church  who  would  not  accept  the  official  acts  of 
the  big  majority  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  church. 
San  Francisco  Presbytery  sided  with  this  little  minority 
group  in  decisions  which  the  overwhelming  majority  felt  were 
unjust  to  the  elders,  deacons  and  membership  of  the  church  as 
well  as  the  pastor.  There  has  never  come  to  my  attention, 
either  by  observation  or  through  reading  the  history  of  our 
church  anything  like  it. 


As  a  result  of  these  decisions,  many  hundreds  of  the 
best  officers  and  members  of  the  church  left  it.  They  were 
scattering  everywhere  when  they  asked  me  to  counsel  them  as 
to  their  future  course.  Contrary  to  the  desire  of  ninety  per 
cent,  of  them,  I  persuaded  them  to  remain  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.A. ,  and  if  they  could  not  go  back  to  First  Church 
then  to  petition  Presbytery  to  organize  them  into  a  new  church 
in  this  rapidly  growing  and  strategic  city.  This  was  on  the 
way  to  successful  completion  when  the  same  group  in  Presbytery 
that  had  joined  with  the  little  minority  of  First  Church  began 
to  place  obstacles  in  the  w$y.  Over  200  of  the  best  people  of 
the  church  of  the  large  group  that  had  left  the  church  then 
turned  to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  after  full  investiga¬ 
tion  were  warmly  welcomed  and  organized  into  the  Saint  Paul’s 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Berkeley. 

I  am  enclosing  copies  of  my  farewell  statement  to  First  ^ 

Church,  a  newspaper  clipping  of  the  organization  of  Saint  Paul’s 
United  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  statement  which  I  read  at  our 
Presbytery  meeting  last  Monday  which,  following  the  granting  of 
my  letter  from  the  San  Francisco  Presbytery  to  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  was  made  an  official  part  of  the  minutes  of  the  meeting. 


I  have  often  wished  that  I  could  have  conferred  with  you  concern¬ 
ing  these  matters,  but  these  two  enclosures  may  bring  to  you  a  little 
bit  of  the  spirit  I  have  endeavored  to  show  and  the  sense  oi  duty  that 
has  lead  me  for  the  time  being  to  decide  as  I  have. 


Mrs.  Downs  and  Betty  Bayard  are  well  and  we  are  happy  in  the  Lord 
and  His  work.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  any  time  you 
may  feel  it  convenient  to  write.  We  rejoice  in  the  renewed  strengt 
that  is  your  portion,  and  seni  our  Christian  greetings  to  you  and  yours. 


Affectionately,  as  always, 
Francis  sKuhk  Downs 
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I  PAUL'S  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CWURCW 

FRANCIS  SHUNK  DOWNS,  D.  D.,  Pastor 
BERKELEY,  CALIFORNIA 


THE  PASTOR'S  STUDY 
753  Santa  Barbara  Road 
Berkeley  7,  California 
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301-2  Easton  Trust  Building 
Easton.  Pa. 


September  17,  1946 


Francis  Shunk  Downs,  D.D., 

753  Santa  Barbara  Road, 

Berkeley  7,  Calif. 

Dear  Dr.  Downs: 

tVmTtH^et\er^  SeP^'®°lber  and  it  would  be  a  great  pleasure 
tot  th!  ait  dH  letter  written  by  Cotton  Mather  in  the  Easton  Argue, 

Library  S  “  thiS-;  .the  fdle  of  the  Easton  Argus  at  the  Easton 
biary  I  believe  is  complete.  It  starts  in  1827  and  continues  until 

the  paper  merged  with  the  Easton  Express  in  1916.  It  is  boSnd  f?at 

leciSfe  ortS°ci i?**1*' bUried  ln  basement  It  the  Library, 
of  the  paper  it  is  anPaittinSi  th?  laCk  °f  headllnes  and  the  condition 

wanted.  P?L  Ly  I  hanSedmfiywhJnWTPr°CeSS-^  find  anythinS  that  is 

have  a  truck  brfLtnmS*  lt  ?hen  1  was  writlng  my  History  was  to 
a  secretary  \rhnlnL+  ^  y  hous®  ten  flumes  at  a  time  and  then  I  had 

of  all  articles  pertinent  to°th issu®  of  the  newspaper  and  made  a  list 

(Xrx  Stjf?  SLgffo  set- 

STiSSS  *  “u“U“dbe,t0  rl"a  °otttt  Matter's  letter 

dicia  whereby  the  letfpr  me  aPProxim^e  date  or  some  in- 

to  A t  IS  M  SfLy  laTlfled-  1  b.  «»1. 

that  it  is  not  readily  idenff?iSiI  i  h  F?om  your  letter  I  gather 
as  to  who  wrote  it.  Y  tillable  and  there  is  apparently  uncertainty 

I  think  from  what  ^hav^sald^t6  y°?  h  m°T>e  Satlef actory  answer  but 
be  like  hunting  for  a  needle  in  th^  i  be  °1,ear  to  you  that  “  would 
and  a  pretty  small  needle  and  when  ^  a  pretty  bl®  ^ystack 

this  Summer,  save  three,  and  am  still  pavin^the^  I1  iror^ed  every 
vacation,  you  will  realize  how  air-ei*  the  Penalty  for  a  one  weekJs 

find  the  letter  reallze  difficult  it  would  be  for  me  to  try  to 

SanFrancisco.SlaitygivesVmet:conf idencpHfh1?  ln  the  NeW  Era  CamPalgn  in 
did  results  in  that  hires,  n  ddence  that  we  will  have  the  same  splen- 

in  those  nearer  Some?  far  rem°Ved  from  the  Allege  as  we  have  hS 


Dr.  Downs 


2 


Sept.  17,  1946 


We  open  up  Monday  with  an  enrollment  of  1500,  by  far  the  biggest  we 
have  ever  had  and,  as  you  know,  500  more  than  we  are  built  to  accommo¬ 
date.  There  will  be  40  new  members  of  the  faculty  and  it  will  be  an 
occasion  such  as  has  never  been  witnessed  on  the  hill  before. 

With  very  best  wishes  to  you,  I  am 


DBS:MP 


fro  vi  c  t  S 


ou/nS 


SAINT  PAUL'S  UNITED  PfttSUYTtftlAN  CUURCU 

FRANCIS  SHUNK  DOWNS,  D.  D„  Pastor 
BERKELEY,  CALIFORNIA 


THE  PASTOR'S  STUDY 
753  Santa  Barbara  Road 
Berkeley  7,  California 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

R&ckle  dge , 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  ^r.  Speer: 

I  was  glad  to  get  year  letter  from  year  heme 
that  yea  had  arrived  safely  and  fcond  all  well.  It  was  a 
real  privilege  to  have  yea  in  car  Conference  and  also  in 
ear  heme.  Thank  yea  for  the  photo-static  copy  of  the 
editorial  in  the  Easton  Argos.  It  is  interesting  reading 
and  I  share  the  hope  with  yea  that  the  Massachaset ts 
Historical  Society  will  try  and  clear  the  natter  ap. 

The  week  after  yea  left  at  a  splendid  congre¬ 
gational  meeting  of  St.  PaalTs  Charch,  the  final  plans  were 
unanimoasly  approved  for  car  new  charch  baildings.  Within  the 
providence  of  God,  we  hope  to  break  greand  in  the  not  too 
distant  fat  are. 

^esterday  in  San  Francisco  we  had  a  happy  ard 
important  meeting  of  car  Beard  of  B  irectors  of  t  he  Evangelical 
Fellowship.  I  am  confident  that  the  actions  taken  and  what 
will  flow  from  them  will  strengthen,  enlarge  the  oppcirtanity 
and  command  a  mach  greater  response  in  the  years  that  lie  ahead. 
For  all  yea  have  given  and  meant  to  as,  we  are  deeply  indebted 
and  thankfal. 


Bov .  2  6,  1946 


Mrs*  Downs  and  Betty  Bgyard  join  me  in  warm 
regards  and  greetings  to  yoa  and  Mrs.  Speer. 


"Do  vJy\<S  h'r&riti’S 


SAINT  PAUL'S  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

FRANCIS  SHUNK  DOWNS,  D.  D.,  Pastor 
BERKELEY,  CALIFORNIA 

THE  PASTOR'S  STUDY  J QXi  UO  iy  14 ,  1947, 

753  Santa  Barbara  Road 
Berkeley  7,  California 


Lr .  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Reek ledge, 

Lakeville  ,  Conn* 

Lear  Lr.  Speer: 


I  was  glad  to  hear  from  you.  several  days 
&go,  but  deeply  chagrined  that  you  had  not  as  yet 
received  the  second  check  from  the  treasurer  of  The  Evangelical 
Fellowship  for  the  amount  still  owed  you.  I  have  taken 
the  natter  up  with  Mr  .  A  rchiba  Id  ,  the  Treasurer,  who,  by 
the  way,  left  scon  after  the  Conference  in  November  for 
a  month's  business  trip  in  the  East.  This  expla  ins  in 
part  why  there  has  been  some  delay.  The  Lea  rd  of 
directors  are  meeting  nest  Monday  and  Mr.  Archibald 
assures  me  that  you  will  hear  from  him  in  a  few  days. 

May  I  say  that  personally  I  have  had  no  responsibility 
this  year  for  the  finances,  but  on  every  count  I 
most  deeply  regret  that  this  matter,  as  always  in  the  past, 
was  nfct  cleared  promptly  according  to  arrangements  made 
and  agreed  upon.  I  conveyed  to  the  Treasurer  the  substahee 
of  your  letter  regarding  this  matter  and  I  am  sure  that  you 
will  hear  from  him  in  the  very  near  future. 


Thank  you  for  your  good  wishes  regarding 
cur  Lt .  Paul's  Church.  we  have  a  splendid  site,  which  now 
is  entirely  paid  for  and  the  American  Beard  £f  Missions 
of  Puttsburgh,  which  is  giving  us  an  outright  gift  of  sE10,000 
and  in  addition  a  loan  of  $10,000.00  has  approved  cur  invest¬ 
ing  $100,000,  most  of  which  has  been  pledged,  in  our  church 
buildings. 


V  H 

I  read  in  The  Church  Times  of  the  dinner 
given  to  .  Mott  in  recognition  of  the  ^cbel  Peace  Award 
given  to  him.  It  must  have  been  a  wonderful  evening  and  it 
warmed  my  heart  to  read  of  the  ovation  you  received  when  you 
arose  to  speak. 


I1  he  f  amily  join  me  in  cordial  greetings  and 
best  wishes  for  the  New  Year. 


Ever  affectionately, 


FSD/h 


W*T 


Sameaiofrm  College 

Sfamesissta,  -Marti]  Jskois 


ARTHUR  J.  DRESSLER 

DEPARTMENT  OF  RELIGION 
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Paul  M.  Duff 

Attorney  at  Law 

P.  O.  BOX  57 

PITTSBURGH .  PA. 


August  21,  1945 
Diet.  8/20/45 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

My  family  and  I  were  very  much  delighted  with 
your  sermon  at  the  Sixth  U.  P.  Church  here  yesterday, 
and  I  should  like  to  express  our  appreciation  for  the 
inspiration  which  we  received. 

In  the  forepart  of  your  sermon  you  quoted  a 
child’s  brief  prayer  involving  remembrance  of  his  Cre¬ 
ator.  If  it  would  not  be  too  much  trouble,  I  should 
be  very  grateful  if  you  would  either  quote  that  for  me 
or  let  me  have  a  reference  to  its  source.  We  should 
like  to  have  it  for  our  boys. 

With  every  good  wish  for  your  health  and  con¬ 
tinued  service. 


Very  respectfully, 

/Luu 

P.  M.  Duff 


PMD  /  mek 

Enclosure  -  Return  Envelope 


JOHN  W.  DULANEY 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
TUNICA,  MOSS. 


12  October  1946 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Rockledge , 

Lakeville ,  Connecticut . 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  have  thought  frequently  of  you  and  Mrs. 
Speer  and  wondered  how  you  were  getting  along.  ^ 

I  was  very  much  pleased  to  learn  that  Rev.  i.  1 . 
Williams  of  Tunica  had  seen  you  this  summer,  and 
appreciated  your  inquiry  about  me. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  written  a  short 
manuscript,  in  which  I  have  attempted  to  express 
certain  religious  convictions,  and  in  which  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  mentioning  your  name. 
If  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  will  do  me  the  favor  of 
reading  it  and  making  any  comments,  I  shall 
appreciate  it  very  much. 

With  best  wishes  to  both  of  you,  I  remain 


JWD : abs 


JOHN  W.  DULANEY 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

TUNICA,  MISS. 
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Christmas ,  1946 


Dear  Mary  Rita: 

This  is  your  copy  of  the  first  edition  of 
Ala's  Prayer.  The  other  two  have  gone  to  Dr.  Speer 
and  Bishop  Gray  after  being  read  by  Brother  George. 

I  am  glad  that  you  react  it  while  you  were  above 
the  cluuds  flying  home  from  Atlanta  for  thanksgiving, 

(I  omit  the  capital  T,  since  it  was  truly  one  this  year,  j l 
with  all  of  us  together  for  the  first  time  since  the 
War. 

I  have  read  the  suggestion  that  if  men  had  had  g 

wings  to  start  with,  our  minds  would  have  developed  very 
dif ferently.  I  can  easily  believe  this,  because ,  when 
I  am  up,  I  have  a  feeling  of  detachment  from  the  world 
as  I  look  down  on  the  little  roads  and  farms  and  houses 
where  the  little  people  live.  Kew  York  City  gave  me  the  1 
impression  of  some  kind  of  elaborate  toy  for  children  to 
play  with.  j 

Men  have  always  looked  up  and  said  God  was  there. 

If  we  can  now  loot  down  and  more  easily  say  that  God  is 
also  there,  we  have  doubled  our  vision. 

Early  man  had  infinity  all  around  him  and  often 
used  it  to  his  spiritual  advantage  and  ours.  There  were 
not  only  the  skies,  but  there  were  mountains  he  could 
not  climb,  oceans  which  had  only  one  shore,  lands  that 
stretched  out  indefinitely,  and  beneath  him,  judging  by 
what  went  on  at  the  surface,  there  was  something  horrible 
without  limit. 


To  these  people  God  was  revealed,  some  say  that  thoy 
created  God  in  their  own  image.  They  were  not  that  smart. 
But  God  could  not  be  revealed  t.  them  except  in  conceptions 


they  could  attain,  and  they  made  a  lot  better  use  of 
what  they  had  than  we  are  doing  today, 

God  does  not  change,  but  man's  conception  of  God 
must  continually  grow. 

Whenever  we  let  religion  catch  up  with  science  in 
the  new  patterns  of  thought ,  the  old  truth  will  still 
be  there,  but  it  will  shine  in  a  way  the  world  has  not 
seen  before. 

All  of  Ala's  questions  are  not  yet  answered,  but 
1  think  they  will  be. 

For  instance,  if  God  really  speaks  to  every  soul, 
when  does  he  first  speak  to  a  little  baby?  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  think  it  may  be  whenever  he  first  responds 
to  his  mother's  smile. 

If  you  will  follow  this  thought  through  you  will 
arrive-  at  a  conclusion  which  may  startle  you.  Still 
later  you  may  be  amazed  to  discover  that  Saint  Paul 
reached  the  same  conclusion,  but  his  words  could  not 
mean  much  to  you  until  you  travelled  there  by  yourself 


Frederick  S. Duncan 
230  Park  Avenue 
N  ew  York 

February  3,  1947 

Dear  Bob, 

A  letter  from  Emma  makes  me  all  the 
more  anxious  to  see  her  and  you  on  the  first 
available  occasion.  She  writes  that  you  are 
coming  to  Englewood  on  the  4th  of  March  end  I 
find  that  you  are  slated  to  speak  that  night 
at  one  of  our  Lenten  services.  I  want  you  to 
come  and  stay  with  me  at  my  new  apartment  at 
Brinckerhoff  Manor.  If  by  any  chance  you  are 
going  to  be  in  New  York  prior  to  March  4th  or 
immediately  afterwards  I  would  love  to  have 
you  make  my  apartment  your  headquarters.  I 
will  see  that  you  get  to  and  from  the  city  by 
car.  Better  yet,  why  aont  you  and  Emma  come 
down  in  time  to  spend  Sunday,  March  2  witn  me 
in  Englewood,  attending  the  service  at  the 
Church  and  seeing  a  little  of  your  frienas 
here  and  staying  until  after  the  Lenten  ser¬ 
vice  of  Tuesday  night.  It  would  be  a  peat 
ioy  to  me  to  see  you  both.  I  have  much  that 
I  would  lxke  to  talk  over  with  each  of  you. 

I  have  good  accommodation  for  you  botn  ancl 
we  could  have  a  grand  time . 

My  love  to  you  both, 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut. 
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87  Boiling  Springe  Ave 
East  Rutherford,  N.J. 


Rev  John  0.  Mellin;- 
Dear  Mr  Mellin;- 


I  am  sending  ny  "Bi-monthly  reminder"  to  you  again  in  the  absence  of 
Dr  Moldenhawer.  I  don't  know  why  it  should  take  so  long  for  a  Presbyterian  Church  of 
all  Churches  to  decide  on  "Pair-play." 


I  remind  you  that- 

!l)  A  Nurse,  who  was  not  a  "trained  nurse"  -  was  "looked  after." 

2 j  A  Musical  Director,  who  was  not  a  Musician-  was  "looked  after." 

3)  A  Sister  of  a  deceased  S taf f -worker ,  though  NEt^R  a  paid  worker  herself-  was  "looked 
4&5)  Two  Sunday  Schtiol  Teachers-  were  "looked  after."  adter. 

These  FIVE,  "let  go"  the  same  season  of  '41- '42  recieved  a  total  allowance  of 
§1525  a  year,  wle  the  Organist  (let  go  the  same  season,  likewise  to  cut  expenses)- 
recieved  nothing,  nothing,  nothing.  THIS  your  Church  SANCTIONED  as  you  have  "assumed 
responsibility"  over  Emmanuel. 

I  write  again  for  an  explination  of  the  situation.  May  God  help  you  to  "deal  justly. 


Yi'miv»c3  e  ■?  rtft.A  vwal  ir 


May  16,  1947 


Dwicjkt  |/Y/w'f/irop 


CABLE  ADDRESS- SCO DWIGHT 


June  12,  1944 


Rev*  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Rockledge , 

Lakeville ,  Conne cti cut . 

My  dear  Doctor  Speer: 

Neither  I  myself,  nor  my  surviving  friends, 
who  know  enough  stories  of  my  early  life  to  "hang 
me",  can  recollect  the  pleasant  incident  you  mention 
in  your  letter  to  me. 


However,  the  incident  must  be  true  and 
requires  no  further  proof , because  President  Hadley 
told  it  to  you.  I  had  the  privilege  of  knowing 
President  Hadley  well  from  my  boyhood  and  he  is, 

I  believe,  the  one  man  whom  I  have  ever  known  who 
had  an  absolutely  infallible  memory. 

With  my  best  wishes  and  kindest  regards. 


WED:EZ 


Rev.  Theodore  Dwulit 

1813  -  SEVENTH  AVE. 
TROY.  NEW  YORK 
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PA9TOR 


Miss  Helen  Ingersoll 

SECRETARY 


April  23rd,  1946. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

The  appreciation  of  your  wonderful  ministry  in  West 
Philadelphia  last  week  continues  to  grow  as  people  have  time  to  re¬ 
flect  upon  the  privilege  that  was  ours. 

We  here  in  St.  Paul  feel  especially  rewarded  for  the 
word  that  you  brought  to  us  on  Wednesday  night  in  our  own  sanctuary. 
It  was  good  for  us  to  be  there.  We  hope  you  will  accept  this  little 
honorarium  as  a  token  of  our  esteem  and  appreciation  and  we  hope  that 
you  will  be  spared  for  many  years  to  continue  to  give  of  the  rich 
fruit  of  your  mature  reflection  for  the  good  of  us  all. 

With  warmest  regards  and  best  wishes. 


Sincerely, 


BSE:  HI 


52  VANDERBILT  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  CITY  17 

Telephone:  MUrray  Hill  9-3668 


July  Up  1944 


Mrs*  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville ,  Connecticut 


My  dear  Mrs „  Speer i 

I  have  undertaken  to  write  a  volume  of  missionary  biographies,  trying  to 
tell  the  story  of  the  modern  crusade  of  missions  of  our  Student  Volun¬ 
teer  Movement.  The  enclosed  sheet  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  rough 
outline  I  had  in  mind.  The  first  chapter  begins  with  that  Yale  Band 
led  by  Pitkin/Defore  I  ever  dreamt  of  being  a  mis sionary , )and  the  last 
chapter  takes  Three  world  evangelists,  Robert  Speer,  John  R.  Mott,  and 
Stanley  Jones.  Now  I  have  all  the  facts  about  Mott;  they  have  been 
written  up  again  and  again;  and  I  know  Stanley  Jones. 


This  letter  is  confidential.  I  dare  not  ask  your  good  husband  for  facts 
for  I  know  of  his  shrinking  unwillingness  to  ever  say  anything  about 
himself.  He  was  the  greatest  inspiration  to  me  year  after  year  in  the 
early  days  in  Northfield.  He  helped  me  also  when  I  was  a  young 
secretary  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  in  New  York  in  1891,  just  after  college,  when 
I  used  to  go  down  to  his  room  when  he  had  just  joined  the  Presbyterian 
Board. 


I  suppose  you  live  out  of  the  Grand  Central  Station  and  must  come  into 
that  station  some  times.  If  you  are  ever  in  the'city  during  this  hot 
summer,  July  or  August,  would  you  be  good  enough  to  grant  me  a  half  hour 
at  least,  or  an  hour  if  possible,  for  an  interview  about  your  husband  and 
his  life  work?  My  office  is  just  across  from  the  Grand  Central  Station  on 
Vanderbilt  Avenue.  It  can  be  reached  underground  from  the  station  just 
beyond  the  entrance  to  the  Yale  Club  on  the  way  to  the  Roosevelt  Hotel. 

You  could  meet  me  there,  Room  1101,  or  in  the  waiting  room  of  the  station, 
or  any  place  convenient  to  you.  I  would  be  exceedingly  grate  or  an 
interview  about  Robert  and  his  work.  Would  you  be  good  enough  to  grant 
this  when  you  are  next  in  the  city  and  can  find  a  few  minutes  to  spare. 


I  beg  of  you  to  keep  this  confidential.  I  am  not  asking  permission  of  any 
man  on  the  list  to  write  about  him.  The  names  were  chosen  after  consulta¬ 
tion  with  a  number,  but  I  must  write  about  these  three  world  evangelists, 
Speer,  Mott,  and  Stanley  Jones.  I  cannot  leave  out  your  good  husband. 


SHERWOOD  EDDY 


52  VANDERBILT  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  CITY  1? 


October  25?  1944 


Dr*  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Robert  Speer: 

I  really  want  to  thank  you  for  your  very  brief  note  to  me  in 
which  you  did  not  absolutely  forbid  my  writing  your  biography 
along  with  a  score  of  others*  My  custom  is  to  write  rapidly 
and  tentatively,  in  the  rough,  and  get  the  material  out  in 
front  of  me  where  I  can  criticize  it.  I  have  written  a  brief 
section  about  yourself  and  send  it  herewith  to  you,  not  for 
your  approval — knowing  your  attitude  I  cannot  hope  for  that — > 
but  only  asking  that  if  you  or  Mrs.  Speer  find  any  errors, 
anything  that  is  untrue,  unfair,  or  unwise,  you  will  write  the 
correction,  addition,  or  subtraction  on  this  copy  and  return 
it  to  me  in  the  enclosed  envelope,  either  corrected  or  as  it 


is 


Knowing  so  little,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  get  it  all  right 
at  this  distance  and  with  all  my  limitations.  Hoping  that  you 
see  your  way  to  do  this,  and  assuring  you  that  your  return  of 
the  manuscript  corrected  or  uncorrected  will  not  imply  to  my 
mind  your  approval, 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(/ 


Speer 


Insert  1 


At  the  Students1  Conference  at  Keswick  in  the  Summer  of  1894# 
the  student  leaders  of  Britain,  Joe  Oldham,  Temple  Gairdner,  and  Douglas 
Thornton,  were  simply  bowled  over.  After  hearing  Speer  speak  on  the 
watchword,  Gairdner  wrote  in  his  alary; 

Speer  simply  God- in spired.  M Evangelization  of  the  World  in  this 
Generation. Sever  heard  anything  like  it.  Oldham  and  i  walk  up  '-he 
road  and  give  ourselves  to  God. 


After  that  night  spent  alone  on  the  neighboring  mountain,  the 

Druids*  Circle,  Donald  Fraser — who  was  to  lead  the  Student  Volunteer 

for  .  -  * 

Movement  is  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  before  he  became  the  David  Livingstone 

of  Livings tom a,  South  Africa,  and  later  a  leader  in  the  reawakening  of 

Scotland — returned  quietly  to  the  Glasgow  University  Tent  the  next  morning. 

A  fellow  student  in  that  tent  wrote: 

After  that  we  all  felt  a  prophetic  touch  of  leadership  was  on 
Donald  Fraser.  .  .  .  That  night  was  a  turning  point  of  crisis  not  only 
for  that  one  soul,  but  for  hundreds  who  followed  in  Africa,  Scotland, 
and  the  Student  Movement. 


Gairdner  wrote  of  Douglas  Thornton,  who  was  his  fellow  missionary 
in  Cairo,  concerning  his  experience  on  that  night: 

The  whole  inner  man  suddenly  expanded;  new  visions  bloated  before 
his  astonished  oyea;  horizon  opened  out  on  horizon;  deep  called  uo  deep. 
His  flaring  zeal  settled  down  into  a  clear  burning  flame. 

While  Thornton  himself  wrote  in  his  diary: 

For  the  first  time  some  ten  of  U3  at  least  began  to  realize  that 
we  individually  were  responsible  for  the  Evangelization  o.^  the  World  in 
this  Generation.  B.  and  I  had  to  get  away  quietly  three  miles  out  on  the 
hills,  from  9  to  12  p.m.  to  let  God  speak  to  us  face  to  face.  It  was  an 
awful  time. 


Speer 


Insert  2 


A  watchword  that  thus  commanded  Wilder,  Mott,  and  Speer %  and  then 
ten  leaders  of  the  British  Student  Christian  M ovementp-* in cludin g  these 
four  remarkable  men,  Donald  Fraser,  Joe  Oldham,  Temple  Gairdner,  and 
Douglas  ThorntoaJThad  both  meaning  and  power  for  the  men  of  that  day. 

On  a  single  night  the  veil  is  lifted  for  a  moment  to  let  us  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  working  of  God 1 s  Spirit  through  Robert  Speer  in  the  hearts 
of  these  ten  leaders  as  revealed  in  their  diaries  and  in  their  biographies 

7 

x 

written  long  afterward.  Yet  this  night  was  only  one  of  ten  thousand 
nights  in  which  human  hearts  were  touched  and  often  moved  for  life  by  this 
man  of  God,  Robert  Speer. 


There  are  no  Christian  •'virtues”  resembling  the  four  cardinal 
virtues  of  the  Greeks,  for  all  our  righteousness  is  as  filthy  rags,  but 
on  every  one  of  the  four  cardinal  attitudes  and  relationships  which 
characterize  the  life  and  teaching  of  Jesus — humility,  faith,  moral 
purity,  and  love — Speer  ranks  high  indeed.  Like  —  U 


1.  See  Constance  Fedwick 1  s ,  Temple  Gairdner  Cairo,  p.  48}  f* .  1-  T. 
Gairdner,  P.  Thornton,  p.  30}  Agnes  ft.  Fraser,  Dona Id  Frau  nr,  p.  27. 
This  remarkable  result  of  on?  man's  influence  or  four  of  these  ton 
lives — and  we  must  remember  that  there  wore  always  others  oi  whom  we 
know  nothing — -was  discovered  and  is  traced  by  fiiss  Ruth  Rouse  in  her 
forthcoming  history  cl  the  World's  S tudo.it  Christian  Federation. 


SHERWOOD  EDDY 


52  VANDERBILT  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  17,  N.  Y. 


Telephone:  MUrray  Hill  9-3668 


November  3p  1944 


Mrs*  Robert  Speer 

care  of  Dr*  Henry  Sloane  Coffin 

Eighty  Claremont  Avenue 

New  York*  New  York 

My  dear  Mrs*  Speer? 

I  enclose  a  page  which  after  revision  I  would  like  to  insert  in 
Robert’s  Life*  It  is  really  very  remarkable  to  see  what  happened 
in  those  ten  lives,  that  came  out  years  afterwards  in  the  diaries 
and  biographies  of  these  men,  through  the  one-hour  address  of 
Robert  on  the  Watchword* 

I  shall  be  remembering  him  before  and  after  his  last  operation*  As 
a  joke,  I  remember  asking  my  doctor  if  I  could  read  the  Saturday 
Evening  Post  while  he  operated*  He  said  wWe  will  give  you  a  shot  of 
Novocain e  and  you  will  be  probably  so  drowsy  that  you  will  not  be 
interested  in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post*”  I  could  see  the  doctor  at  my 
side  who  administered  the  Novocaine*  I  finally  asked  him  if  the 
surgeon  had  come*  He  said  he  had*  Then  I  asked,  ”Why  does  not  he 
begin  the  operation?”  He  laughed  and  said,  ”Do  you  hear  those  shears? 
He  has  been  operating  for  forty-five  minutes  and  the  operation  is 
practically  finished *” 

There  was  not  as  much  sensation  as  in  a  haircut*  At  least  you  know 
the  barber  is  cutting  your  hair,  but  I  did  not  know  the  surgeon  was 
operating*  During  and  after  the  operation  it  was  completely  painless* 

Remembering  you  always, 


Faithfully  yours, 


(Outline  of  a  book  on  missionary  biographies) 

Crusading  M-jasionarias  or  The  Modern  Missionary  Crusade 
World  Pioneers  or  World  Pathfinders 
Great  Missionaries  I  Have  Known 

by 

Sherwood  Eddy 


7/>< 


The  Student  Volunteer  Missionary  Crusade  that  drew  sixteen  thousand  of 
us  from  the  colleges  with  brief  account  of  the  ^ale  Volunteer  Band, 

Pitkin 9  s  martyrdom,  Luce  as  an  educator  in  China ,  Frank  Keller  who^ 
first  opened  up  Hunan,  Lobenstine  who  became  head  of  the  China  Christian 
Council ,  Whittemore  who  took  part  in  the  evangelistic  revival  in  Korea ,  etCo 

Missionaries  of  India*  Bishop  Thoburn  and  the  beginnings  of  the  mass 
movements  Isabella  Thoburn  and  her  college o  I  knew  Mrs0  Addis  who  had 
worked  with  Adoniram  Judson  before  1820$  I  might  give  a  brief  dramatic 
account  of  Judsonps  life  and  then  of  the  work  of  William  Carey*  Dr* 

Miller  of  the  Madras  Christian  College  as  typical  educator  like  Alexander 
Buff  $  the  great  Dane*  L*  P*  Larsen  5  possibly  Robert  Hume$  Amy  Wilson 
Carmichael!  Cc  F0  Andrews!  some  agricultural  miss  ionary  ,  perhaps  like 
Sam  Higginbotham!  Bishop  Azariah,  Bishop  Abraham  of  the  Syrian  Church* 

Missionaries  of  Ghinas  The  pioneers,  Timothy  Richard  andlu  P*  Martin, 

Fo  Lo  Hawkes  Pott  and  the  great  educators,  Hudson  Taylor,  the  China 
Inland  Mission,  etc0  Some  modern  missionaries  like  Bishop  lashford, 

Leighton  Stuart  or  Dr*  Walter  Judd,  Karl  Reichelt,  the  Norwegian,  and 
his  Christian  Buddhist  hostel!  some  Chinese  like  Jimmie  Yen  and  Dr*  wu 
of  Ginling  College * 

Japan  Missionaries*  xSfuido  Verbeek,  Dr*  Jerome  Davis  who  worked  with  Neesima 
in  founding  the  Doshisha!  possibly  Kagawa* 


V  Grenfel  of  Labrador  0 

VI  Moslem  Missionaries*  Zwemer  and  Gairdner  and  Dr*  Paul  Harrison  * 

VII  Missionaries  of  Africa*  Donald  Fraser,  the  Uganda  Mission,  and  one  African 
like  Agre y 

VIII  World  Evangelists*  Robert  Speer,  John  R*  Mott,  Stanley  Jones* 


Please  indicate  preferred  title  and  names  to  omit  or  to  add  to  the  above 
list* 


Note* 


H.  Spenser  Edmunds,  D.  D. 
Minister 


/ 


First  Presbyterian  Church 

Easton,  Pennsylvania 


November  3,  1945 


Dr*  Robert  £•  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Dr*  Speer: 

Let  me  thank  you  again  for  coming  to  us*  Your 
services  have  done  us  a  great  good,  and  I  feel  that 
the  church  will  be  stronger  as  the  months  come  and  go, 
because  of  your  visit*  It  was  a  great  personal  pleasure 
to  me  to  be  with  you  during  these  past  four  days* 

At  the  meeting  of  our  Session  last  night  it  was 
voted  to  invite  Dr.  Bonnell  to  come  to  our  church  next 
fall.  It  was  also  suggested  that  you  might  be  willing 
to  help  us  secure  him.  If  you  can  make  an  opportunity 
to  do  so,  we  will  be  further  grateful  to  you* 

With  every  good  wish,  I  am. 


HSR/bt 


Marguerite  M.  Elder 


£lderf  l^larejurr  frf • 


(xr  q  u-e  r  i 


6112  Alder  Street  Pittsburgh  6,  Pennsylvania 


June  4  1945 


Dr,  Robert  E  Speer 

Lakeville 

Connecticut 

Dear  Dr,  Speer: 

Knowing  that  you  are  interested  in  and  very 
good  authority  on  books,  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  asking 
you  about  two  that  I  have  in  my  library  • 

One  is  MOSES  &  ARON 

CIVIL  AND  ECCLESIASTICAL  RITES, 

USED  BY  THE  ANCIENT  HEBREWS 
By  Thomas  Oodwyn,  B,  D, 

’•Printed  by  S,  C.  at  the  Green  Dragon  and 
Crown  in  St  Pauls  Churchyard,  1655, 

The  other  is  A  TREATISE  concerning  RELIGIOUS  AFFECTIONS 
By  Jonathan  Edwards,  A,  M. 

Printed  in  Edinburgh  John  Gray  1772. 

If  you  would  care  for  either  or  both  of  these  books 
I  would  be  very  glad  to  send  them  to  you. 


£///»  it  J 


Christian  Evangelism  Among  Youth, 
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TELEPHONE:  STATE  5523 

CHICAGO,  3,  ILLINOIS 


October  23,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Bob: 


It  was  most  gracious  and  thoughtful 
of  you  to  send  me  such  a  beautiful  congratulatory 
anniversary  note*  I  have  not  words  to  express  how 
great  is  my  admiration  for  you  and  how  deeply  you 
have  influenced  my  life  from  the  first  time  that 
I  heard  you  at  Lake  Geneva  in  1894  or  1895,  to  the 
present  time.  I  have  not  only  been  lifted  by 
your  messages  and  personal  conferences,  but  I 
possess  copies  of  practically  all  of  your  books 
and  they  are  heavily  underlined. 

It  is  a  great  time  in  which  to  be 
living  and  I  never  believed  more  in  the  message  of 
Christ  that  I  have  tried  to  proclaim  than  I  do  at 
the  present  time.  The  Grace  of  God  is  our  only 
hope. 

Always, 


C  aje) 


gs 


WILLIAM  LINDSAY  YOUNG 
PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


£~//)  s  CA  les  C  / 


CHARLES  C.  ELLI  S 

PRESIDENT  EMERITUS 


Juniata  (Entire 


June  12,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 

Lakeville 

Connecticut 

Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

I  am  sure  I  do  not  need  to  indicate  to  you  the  sincere 
appreciation  of  our  conference  for  the  inspiration  which  you 
brought  to  us  last  night.  I  would,  however,  like  to  take 
occasion  to  say  again  how  much  our  conference  did  appreciate 
your  willingness  to  speak  to  us  and  to  add  to  it  my  own  word 
of  personal  appreciation  for  your  willingness  to  render  this 
service. 

Knowing  the  desire  of  our  people  that  the  Missionary 
Convocation  should  if  possible  reach  the  heights  of  the 
conference  and  knowing  also  that  your  life-long  interest  in 
and  your  profound  knowledge  of  world-wide  missions  would 
enable  you  to  assist  in  this  as  few  others  could,  I  was 
deeply  gratified  to  know  that  the  Mission  Board  wished  to 
extend  this  invitation  to  you.  I  trust  that  they  will  plan 
for  an  appropriate  honorarium  in  recognition  of  your  invaluable 
service  to  us. 

With  every  good  wish  and  the  prayer  for  the  continuance 
of  God  1  s  blessing  upon  your  great  service  for  our  Lord,  I  am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Charles  C.  Ellis 


CCE/fzc 


Ellis,  JesS/e 
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The  White  Tool  and  Suppey  Co. 


Supplies  Tools  and  Machinery 


ELLSWORTH.  Pres-Treas. 
RICHARDS,  Vice  Pres. 
CHRISTMAN,  SECRETARY. 
NORRIS.  Sales  Manager. 


1235-1239  West  Sixth  Street 

Cleveland  13,  Ohio. 
March  30,  194A 


PLEASE  MARK  REPLY  ATTENTION  OF 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

The  writer  is  constrained  to  express  to  you  his  deep 
appreciation  of  your  fine  messages  delivered  at  Old  Stone 
Church  last  week  which  made  a  very  helpful  and  rich  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  spiritual  lives  of  those  who  were  privileged 
to  hear  you. 

As  I  look  back  over  the  years,  more  than  forty,  when 
I  corresponded  with  you  relative  to  securing^ Dr . .Sam  Higgin- 
bottom  to  represent  the  Gospel  Church  as  their  Living  Link 
I  have  availed  myself  of  every  opportunity  to  hear  you  and 
I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  inspiration  and  the  edification 
you  have  always  supplied  in  my  life. 

With  high  esteem  and  warmest  personal  regards,  remain. 


SiJk/er 
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camp  Eagles  Eyrie 

LAKE  PLACID,  NEW  YORK 


ClErcL^#-^)  CA^v  /es 


Camp  Eagles  Eyrie 


LAKE  PLACID,  NEW  YORK 
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MEMBER 

INDIANAPOLIS 

AND 

C  H  I  CAD  a 

BOARDS  DF TRADE 


OVER  A  CENTURY  CDF  PROGRESSIVE  MILLING  SINCE  1S21 


Acme-Evans  Company 


CABLE  ADDRESS 

“ACME" 

ALL  QUOTATIONS 
ARE  SUBJECT 
TO  OUR 
C  O  N  FI  R  M  ATI  O  N 


Indianapolis 
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March  5,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Noticing  that  you  are  on  the  Editorial 
Council  of  "Theology  Today"  I  beg  to  call  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  enclosed  booklet,  hoping  that  you  may 
add  your  influence  to  the  effort  to  bring  Religion 
as  a  required  course  into  the  curriculum  of  non-  state 
supported  colleges.  Now  that  the  German  philosophies 
have  been  thoroughly  discounted  it  is  time  for  their 
influence  to  cease  being  a  factor  in  American  educa¬ 
tion  as  it  has  been  in  many  years  past. 


I  shall  be  pleased  to  have  your  com¬ 
ment  and  any  suggestions  as  to  bringing  about  the 
increase  in  the  Biblical  and  Religious  status  in 
colleges. 


Sincere ly , 


EHE : rh 


Edgar  II.  Evans 


DAILY  CAPACITY:  3400  BARRELS  WHEAT  FLOUR;  6QQ  TONS  STOCK,  DAIRY  AND  POULTRY  FEEDS;  SCO  BARRELS  CORN  PRODUCTS 


*5^  mdj&r  ft. 


rincess  issena 

DAYTONA  BEACH  •  FLORIDA 

PHONE:  2570  OAYTONA  BEACH 


JOHN  E.  LEONARD,  manager 
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BIBLE  CONFERENCES 


tVcxyy^  (  1 A/«  ll'*-'*- 


TEACHING  AND  PREACHING  MISSIONS 


M3  AND  PR! 


REV.  WILLIAM  EVANS, 

PH.  D. ,  B.D.,  D.  D.,  LITT.  D. 
DIRECTOR -TEACHER-PREACHES 


Dear  Dr#  Speer: 


60S  LILLIAN  WAY 
LOS  ANGELES,  A, 
CALIFORNIA 


- 


(3m/K_  GJ&xy~^ 


s»_ro  v 


If  you  were  responsible  for 
securing  a  faculty,  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  which  would 
be  fully  competent  to  teach  the 
subject  of  Foreign  Missions-- 
by  both  field  and  home  exper¬ 
ience,  may  I  ask  you  who  you 
would  suggest'?  I  will  very  much 
appreciate  your  suggestion  in  this 
regard.  Many  thanks* 


Cjw  lx 


I  a  dtp  sending  this  letter 
care  of  the  156  office,  not 
knowing  your  address. 


A? 


Dr.  Zwemer  will  be  out  here  in  Feb. 
and  I  will  have  the  privilege  of 
asking  him  for  the  same  information 
I  am  asking  from  you* 


With  kindes 
Louis  joins 

I  am,  yours 
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jfourtb  Presbyterian  Church 

WEST  END  AVENUE  AND  91st  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


REV.  BENJAMIN  F.  FARBER.  D.  D..  PASTOR 
Residence  631  West  End  Avenue 


July  26,  1944. 


Dear  Robert: 


I  enclose  some  papers  which  the  Central  Hanover  Bank  and  Trust  Company 
have  sent  to  me  for  our  endorsements.  I  have  signed  mine  and  send  them  on  to  you  for 
your  signatures.  If  you  will  send  them  on  to  me  I  will  deliver  them  to  the  Bank  when 
I  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  next  Wednesday. 

I  want  you  to  know  that  I  profited  greatly  by  your  lectures  at  Princeton 
and  thank  you  tot  them.  I  hope  you  have  a  good  summer.  Mrs  Farber  and  I  leave  for 
Maine  on  August  3rd  for  a  month’s  rest  by  the  seaside. 

Sincerely  yours, 


The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 


OFFICERS 

Charles  b.  Price,  President 
Hugh  l.  nevin,  first  Vice-President 
Walter  G.  Beck,  Second  Vice-President 
Wm.  S.  Wacker,  Third  Vice-President 
Henry  J.  Scheirich,  recording  Secretary 
P.  Booker  Robinson,  Treasurer 


G.  Leonard  Fels,  General  Secretary 


YMCA 


Y 


LOUISVILLE  2,  KY. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


WALTER  G.  BECK 
SAMUEL  D.  BODEN 
HARVEY  D.  CARDWELL 
OLDHAM  CLARKE 
S.  VAUGHN  CONNER 
FRED  CRAWFORD 
WALLACE  M.  DAVIS 
F.  W.  DRYBROUGH 
C.  O.  EWING 
W.  F.  GOODELL 
HAROLD  E.  HARTER 

WM.  S. 


HENRY  B.  HEYBURN 
TWYMAN  HUMPHREY 
LARRY  D.  JONES 
FRED  A.  KRATCH 
HUGH  L.  NEVIN 
CHARLES  B.  PRICE 
P.  BOOKER  ROBINSON 
DR.  GRADIE  R.  ROWNTREE 
HENRY  J.  SCHEIRlICH 
ROBERT  L.  SCHMITT 
J.  GREIG  SPALDING 


IN  THE  NATIONAL  SERVICE 
DAVID  A.  MCCANDLESS,  U.  S.  NAVY 
6AM  V.  NOE.  A.M.G. 

JOSEPH  D.  SCHOLTZ,  A.M.G 


December  14,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E .Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Last  Monday  I  attended  the  Annual  Meeting  of  our  L  and 
N.R.R. Branch  out  at  3rd  and  Central.  The  Chairman  spoke  at  length 
and  with  much  feeling  and  enthusiasm  about  the  Shop  Meetings  and  he 
paid  especial  tribute  to  that  autumn  meeting  where  you  were  the  speaker. 

I  knew  you  would  be  pleased  in  knowing  that  they  were  so 
happy  about  that  you  did  for  them.  It  was  very  fine  of  you  to  take  the 
time  to  go  out  there • 

ihanks  a  million  and  along  with  our  gratitude,  best  wishes 
for  a  good  Christmas  and  a  wonderful  ^ew  Year  for  both  you  and  Mrs.  Speer. 


Cordially  and  sincerely  yours 
G. Leonard  Reis.- 


Gifts  and  Bequests  to  the  YMCA  Endowment  Fund  Will  Help  Perpetuate  Your  Interest  in  Youth 


Yhij  oUcus/lw/- 
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‘FLOWERS’— Adapted  from  Ch’ing  dynasty  paintins  by  Miss  Yun  Chins  Ydi. 


Reproduced  inYuchens  Series  Chinese  Paintin3s.  Courtesy  of  the  Columbia  University  Libraries 

UNITED  CHINA  RELIEF,  1790  Broadway,  New  York. 


Greetings 

dULouj  sLifjA  -‘M-£‘  . 

y£Afc<Ls 

^  AAh/AjM  CL4 

'yyiAiitflots  /Cr  /<A-  /Cj  Ccy^-td^x. 

)  *  *^0WM  /iZ\y^L/b 

/0C ^  /  $J*». 
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WLFTTEOTEMG  COLLEGE 

FOUHUtO  IN  lfcl« 

SF1KITNGFE1EIL1D),  OMDO 


April  17,  1944 

HAMMA  DIVINITY  SCHOOL 
Elmer  Ellsworth  Flack,  dean 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Rockledge , 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Personally  and  in  behalf  of  the  faculty  of  Hamraa 
Divinity  School,  I  desire  to  express  to  you  our  heartfelt 
appreciation  for  your  majestic  addresses  delivered  on  April 
11  and  12  on  the  Kessler  Lecture  Foundation.  The  appreciation 
of  your  high  contribution  to  the  inspiration  and  stimulus  of 
pastors  and  students  is  unanimous.  We  are  deeply  indebted  to 
you  for  your  rich  contribution. 


May  the  Lord  continue  to  bless  you  richly  in  your 
great  service  to  the  cause  of  Christ  throughout  the  world! 


Faithfully  yours, 


EEF/AR 


E.  E.  Flack,  Dean. 
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CHelsea  2-3230 


Christian  Medical  Council  for  Overseas  Work 

156  Fsfth  Avenue,  New  York  to.  N.  Y. 


Allen  o.  Whipple,  m.d. 

HONORARY  CHAIRMAN 

Jean  a.  Curran,  m.d. 

CHAIRMAN 

R.  E.  Diffendorfer,  d.d. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Douglas  N.  Forman,  m.d. 
Edward  H.  Hume,  m.d. 
SECRETARIES 


A  Representative  Committee  of  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference 
of  North  America 


August  4,  1944* 


Dear  Doctor  Speer, 

Greetings!  I  know  you  will  be  surprised 
to  hear  from  me  but  I  am  sure  you  will  not  be  sur¬ 
prised  to  learn  that  the  subject  of  this  letter  is 
"Vellore",  and  the  purpose  to  enlist  your  help. 

For  the  past  fifteen  years,  a  group  of 
mission  doctors,  including  nyself,  have  worked  Un¬ 
ceasingly  toward  the  goal  of  a  union  Christian  medical 
college  in  India,  how  that  dream  is  in  the  process  of 
being  realized. 

The  Women1 s  Medical  School  at  Vellore,  built 
up  by  Dr.  Ida  Scudder,  faces  a  crisis.  Thus  far  it  has 
prepared  its  students  for  the  degree  of  L.M.P.  -  a 
lower  grade  qualification.  With  the  development  of  pro¬ 
fessional  standards  and  national  consciousness,  the 
Madras  Province  recently  decreed  that  the  L.M.P.  degree 
be  abolished  and  issued  an  ultimatum  that  Vellore  be 
raised  to  the  higher  standard  and  be  equipped  to  grant 
the  M.B.B.S.  degree,  or  cease  to  exist  as  a  recognized 
school  of  medicine. 

In  deciding  on  Vellore  (South  India)  as 
the. site  of  the  All-India  Christian  Medical  College,  the 
Christian  Medical  Association  of  India  not  only  has  form¬ 
ulated  a  plan  for  the  development  of-  an  institution  for 
men  but  also  has  made  it  highly  probable  that  the  existing 
institution  will  meet  the  government  requirements  for 
medical  teaching  at  the  M.B.B.S.  Level  -  for  both  men  and  women. 

We  have  been  thrilled  by  the  way  in  which  the 
Mission  Boards  have  rallied  to  the  cause  and  made  generous 
appropriations  for  capital  expenses  and  additional  highly  quali¬ 
fied  staff.  Plans  are  now  being  laid  for  a  public  campaign 
which  will  be  launched  in  September.  Expert  assistance  for 
such  a  campaign  has  been  engaged.  One  of  the  first  steps  is 
to  form  a  Sponsoring  Committee  with  a  membership  which  will  in 
luself  be  endorsement  of  the  project  to  the  Christian  people 
of  America. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  our  committee  it  was  un¬ 
animously  agreed  that  we  should  like  to  have  your  name  included 
in  the  list  of  sponsors.  And  the  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to 
extend  you  a  cordial  invitation  to  membership  on  the  sponsoring 


Dr .Speers 


-2- 


Aug.  4,  1944. 


committee.  Then  too  we  hope  that  you  will  use  your 
influence  every  way  you  can  to  forward  the  cause  of  this 
great  cooperative  missionary  project  —  the  one  high  grade 
Christian  medical  college  in  all  India. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  send  you  further  and  more 
detailed  information  regarding  the  plans  for  the  college, 
and  hope  that  you  will  accept  this  invitation  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Sponsoring  Committee. 


Very 


sincerely  yours, 

Douglas  Forman, 
Secretary 


M.D . 


Doctor  Robert  E.  Speer 

Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Conn. 
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DR.  FOULKES 


Homespun  House, 3 tony  Brook, 
Long  Island, Hew  Yorks 
June  19 s 1945. 


Dear  Robert 

It  is  good  to  read  that  you  are 
going  about, he re  and  the re, and  carrying  on, I  trust 
with  comfort  and  I  know  with,  courage  and  the  grace 
of  Christ*  I  am  staying  out  here  again(  the  34th, 
year  )  this  summer  and  fall  (D.V.)s  £  am  doing  little 
although  I  try  to  be  faithful  to  ^oreign  Board  d.uties 
I  am  disturbed  over  the  projection  of  the  27  million 
dollar  fund,in$  part  because  of  the  announced  plan 
to  seek  about  15  millions  of  it  from  individuals  apar 
from  church  relationships .How  well  I  recall  the  fiasc. 
of  the  non-est  "Friendly  Citizens"  of  the  Interchurch 
Hove  me  nt  [ 

An  infinitesimal  detail:  Pnge  119  Five  Hinutes  A  Day, 
prayer  of  St •Chrysostom>should  not  the  word  raise  be 
praise  ?  T.7itb  esteem  and  affection, 

P.S.  The  two  Blairs  and  I  were  boyhood  friends. 


Deliverance  I 


The  day  “before  McArthur's  men  broke  through 
The  TTippon  concentration  camp, and  freed 
Emasiated  fellows , with  the  speed 
Of  winged  justice , bravely, swiftly  drew 
The  curtained  terror  that  had  kept  from  view 
|hf  imprisoned  host, and  made  them  free, indeed, 

A  hero  of  the  faith, no  more  in  need, 
ifas  given  God’s  release  ,  brave  ,  blessed,  true  1 

They  starved  his  body, but  his  stedfast  soul 
^orever  free, on  wings  of  heavenly  power 

as'  carried, scatheless , to  the  throne  of  Light; 

His  name  emblazoned  on  the  martyr  roll 

Of  those  whose  course  was  finished;  'till  the  hour 
Of  death, who  kept  the  faith, fought  the  good  fight 


To  Herbert  E  .Blair 


W.H.E 
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SUMMER  ADDRESS: 
STONY  BROOK,  LONG  ISLAND 
NEW  YORK 


WILLIAM  HIRAM  FOULKES 

Pastor  -  Emeritus — Old  First  Church 
Newark  2,  New  Jersey 

Stony  Brook,L.I.,N.Y., 
September  7:1946. 


Dear  Robert:- 


I  recently  came  across  some  cards, on  which 

I  used  to  keep  the  record  of  the  birthday  anniyersaries 
of  friends, and  which  my  devoted  secretary  for  so  many  years 


kept  in  order  for  me. I  find  that  for  several  years  I  noted 
your  natal  anniversary; after  my  cerebral  hemorrhages, now 
over  five  years  ago, I  gave  up  the  pleasant  practice. 

Once  again  I  am  reminded  of  your  forthcoming  event, and  I 


take  the  liberty  of  friendship  and  send  you  my  greetings. 
Last  June, I  entered  into  my  three-score  and  tenth  year; 
if  my  rewords  are  accurate, on  the  tenth  of  this  month, you 
will  enter  your  fourth-score  year. How  good  God  has  been  to 
us, all  the  days  of  our  lives l  For  His  watch-care, His  divine 
deliverances, and  His  grace  in  Jesus  Christ, we  give  Him 
grateful  thanks. 


WILLIAM  HIRAM  FOULKES 

Pastor  -  Emeritus — Old  First  Church 
Newark  2,  New  Jersey 


SUMMER  ADDRESS: 
stony  brook,  Long  Island 
new  York 


(2) 


I  greatly  desired  to  come  into  the  city » one  of  the  Sundays 
you  were  preaching  in  First  Church, but  I  did  not  feel 
equal  to  it. I  still  go  to  Philadelphia, once  a  week, to  $ 
consult  my  surgeon, a  wonderful  man, a  Quaker, and  a  Christ¬ 
ian  gentleman. He  has  done  wonders  for  me;he  is  pleased 

with  my  condition  and  the  promise  of  complete  recovery. 
Last  Sunday, I  preached, morning  and  evening  in  ray  old  pul¬ 
pit,  in  Old  First  Church, Neark. My  friends  think  that  my 
progress  has  been  remarkable. I  am  out  here, with  my  young¬ 
est  son  and  his  wife;  they  spent  a  year  in  Cuba;  they 


are  now  taking  such  good  care  of  me, in  this  dear  place 
that  is  really  a  shrine  to  us. In  the  dead  of  winter  I  will 

likely  go  into  the  city. 

The  verse  of  Scripture, that  I  think  I  have  quoted  most 
frequently  is, "As  thy  days, so  shall  thy  strength  bei" 

May  it  be  so  with  you,  all  the  way*.  ; 

L.  i’Jj  f 


J 


SUMMER  ADDRESS: 
STONY  BROOK,  LONG  ISLAND 
NEW  YORK 


WILLIAM  HIRAM  FOULKES 

Pastor  -  Emeritus — Old  First  Church 
Newark  2.  New  Jersey 


Stony  BrookfL,I.fH.Y., 
September  12:1946. 


Dear  Robert:- 

A  brief  post-script  to  my  recent  letter! 

At  the  luncheon  to  #.  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  lawt 
Monday, I  met  Arthur  J.Brown. After  we  had  exchanged  cordial 
greetings, he  asked  me, "William, how  old  are  you  ?"  I  told 
him  that  I  had  celebrated  my  69th. , birthday  anniversary 
in  June. "Tomorrow,"  I  said, "Robert  Speer  celebrates  his 
79  th. , anninersaryi"  "  I  knowitj"  said  Arthur, "I  am  in  my 
89th. ,year!”  He  looked  quite  well. 

When  Douglas  Horton  introduced  Canterbury  he  told  of  a 

little  English  girl  who  was  being  coached  before  meeting 

the  celebrity. "When  you  meet  him, "said  her  mother, "you  must 

courtesy  and  say, Your  Grace!"  The  little  lady  did  as  she 

was  told, and  after  courtesying, said  "The  Lord  make  us 

thankful  fat  what  we  are  about  to  receive l" 

As  ever, 


MRS.  ALBERT  D.  FROST 


2375  TREMONT  ROAD 


COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville ,  Connecticut . 

BUy  dear  Dr.  Speer; 


Through  it?  World  Day  of  Prayer  Committee 
the  United  Council  of  Church  Vomen  is  preparing  for  1348 
a  series  of  brief  prayers,  one  to  be  broadcast  each  day 
as  The  Minute  of  Prayer  by  a  national  radio  hookup. 


Other  prayers  are  to  be  published  by 

the  Council  in  a  Year’s  Calendar,, of,. Pj.?ay:.er^  , 

■  **  *  ./  r  y"  '  * 

Will  you  write  a  prayer  for  us,  that 
could  be  either  printed  or  spoken?  The  only  stipulation 
made  by  the  radio  network  is  a  limit  of  fifty  words . 


I  am  writing  your  wife,  asking  her  to 
do  the  same  thing.  I  hope  you  will  both  want  to  do  it. 


'lost  sincerely. 


-Cj.  £  .  -FU rU"" 


for  the  Committee 


C>wv 

<-u\  IU-  *'  **  ^ 

^ - w1'  — —  ^ 
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January  28,1947 


(Fn)  F  ro.  yi  X 1 1  Y> 


THE  UNITED  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
IN  AMERICA 
□  FFICE  □  F  THE  PRESIDENT 
LUTHERAN  CHURCH  HOUSE 
231  MADISON  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  16,  N.  Y. 
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2644  Dartmoor  Rd. 
Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio 
April  22,  1947 


Dr,  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge ,  Lakeville 
Conn. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer, 


I  can  not  be  positive  that  I  am  answering  a 


letter  you  wrote  to  Father  on  March  22nd,  but  the  letter 
was  signed  "  Robert”  and  it  inclosed  a  booklet,  ft  The  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  Spirit”,  authored  by  you,  so  I  feel  rather  safe 
in  believing  the  letter  to  be  yours.  Of  course,  by  now,  you 
have  heard  of  Father’s  passing  in  St.  Petersburg  on  Feb.  28th. 
Only  Pierre  was  with  him  at  the  time  as  death  came  quite  sudden¬ 
ly.  The  rest  of  us  immediately  hastened  to  Florida  to  attend 
the  simple  but  lovely  service  in  his  memory.  You  will  agree 
with  me,  I  am  sure,  when  I  state  without  fear  of  overstatement, 
that  with  his  passing  the  world  lost  a  great  man.  We  are  very 
proud  of  him  and  grateful  to  him  for  all  that  he  has  done  for 
others  and  for  us.  He  lived  a  humble  but  forceful  life.  His 
convictions  were  strong,-  there  is  no  doubt  he  was  a  fundamental¬ 
ist,  but  he  could  not  be  considered  narrow  in  his  outlook.  He 
came  as  close  to  living  the  kind  of  life  he  taught  as  any  man  I 
have  known.  He  was  a  keen  thinker  and  an  assiduous  student.  How 
well  I  remember  the  hours  he  spent  in  his  study  in  Osaka  when  I 
was  a  boy  in  Japan.  He  was  stern  and  serious,  but  never  lost 
his  sense  of  humor.  From  all  he  commanded  respect  without  in 
any  way  seeking  it.  Even  in  the  last  few  years  when  he  spent  so 
much  of  his  leisure  hours  on  the  bov/ling  courts  his  fellow-mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Club  turned  to  him  for  personal  advice  and  leadership. 


He  often  spoke  affectionately  of  you.  I  presume 


he  considered  you  and  Ross  Stevenson  his  closest  friends.  From 
my  youngest  days  I  have  heard  your  name  come  up  in  conversations 
in  our  home.  I  may  have  met  you  at  some  time,  though  I  am  not 
sure.  Some  day  I  hope  I  may  have  that  privilege.  I  am  sure  you 
could  tell  me  much  of  what  he  has  done  that  we  do  not  know. 


If  your  plans  bring  you  to  Cleveland  at  any  time 


in  the  future  I  would  be  very  grateful  if  we  could  have  the  pleas¬ 
ure  of  entertaining  you  in  our  home.  It  would  be  the  closest 
approach  to  having  Dad  with  us  I  can  think  of. 


Sincerely  yours, 


626  5th  St.N., 

St  0  P  e  t  era  bu  rg  ,  PI  a  . 

May  28,  1946. 

Dear  Robert, 

It  is  now  twe  months  since  your 
kindly  letter  came,  saying  that  you  ban]  -grayed 
for  me  and  others  on  our  day  in  the  Calendar. 

I  also  follow  the  Year  Book  In  morning  prayer. 

Truly,  out  time  for  missionary  service 
was  in  the  very  heart  of  the  missionary  movement 
and  we  saw  great  things  done  during  those  fruitful 
years.  I  am  glad  to  have  enjoyed  your  fine 
friendship  and  fellowship  in  this  work. 

I  seem  out  of  it  now,  though  1  watch  carefully 
each  move  looking  toward  continuance  of  the  work 
of  the  church  in  all  missionary  fields.  I  have 
had  some  anxious  moments  lest  the  Boards  would 
go/  too  fast  in  resuming  missionary  activity  in 
Japan.  Neither  the  people  nor  the  United  Church 
there  have  had  time  to  size  up  the  new  situation 
that  has  b edn  created,  and  may  not  express  a  proper 
judgment  os  yet  as  to  what  they  feel  is  best  for 
them  in  this  new  juncture  of  their  history. 

The  brave  attempt  at  church  union  should 
not  be  hindered  by  anything  we  do  directly  or 
Indirectly  in  urging  missionary  renewed  relation¬ 
ships.  A  resurgence  of  any  denominati onal  activity 
from  any  quarter  at  the  present  time  is  to  be 
deprecated.  After  a  year  or  two  the  atmosphere 
will^leared,  aM  policies  may  then  be  formed 
without  comp lie ati ons  . 

I  aim  in  fairly  good  health,  though  not 
exactly  as  vigorous  as  I  was  ten  years  ag®.  My 
Son  Pierre  is  here  with  me  trying  to  get  estab¬ 
lished  in  te  wa>rk  in  this  city,  so  I  am  staying 
all  summer  with  him.  I  had  a  short  visit  from 
my  son  Rollamd  amd  his  .son  in  January,  which  was 
enjoyable,  though  I  had  a  hard  time  in  finding  a 
place  for  them  to  sleep,  due  to  the  terrible  con¬ 
gestion  at  that  time  in  tike  city.  Most  winter  vis¬ 
itors  have  now  gone  and./  it  is  very  quiet  at 
tsent,  also  it  is  getting  r  tty  warm. 

I  am  glad  to  note  that  you  Have  speaking 
engagement  s  from  time  to  time,  and  thus  that 
you  are  still  fulfilling  your  mission.  I  presume 
there  will  be  many  calls  the  coming  summer. 

With  best  wishes  and  many  happy  memories, 

I  remain 


Cordially  your  friend, 


orcje* 


626  5ti  3 1 .  in!  •  , 

St.  P-  tersburg  4,  Fla. 
J anu a ry  25  ,  1947 . 


iy  dear  Robert, 

I  thank  you  f  r  your  cordial 
letter  of  August  28th.  It  found  me  going  through 
a  very  hot  summer,  and  the  heat  did  not  let  up 
till  January,  1  s  t  week.  I  went  up  to  Cleveland 
to  visit  my  children  through  October  and  November, 
and  the  change  did  me  much  good. 

My  attack  of  Flu  in  September  1945  left 
me  with  a  case  of  secondary  anemia,  causing  me 
to  drop  25  pounds  in  weight,  took  away  my  ap¬ 
petite,  making  eating  a  duty  rather  than  a  pleas¬ 
ure.  This  has  continued  now  much  over  a  year,  nd 
I  still  have  to  battle  with  the  ailment.  The 
d©ct©re  help  but  cannot  remove  the  cause. 

My  son  Pierre  is  in  the  city,  but  my 
rfcm  at  is  too  small  for  us  to  live  together. 
However  I  see  him  every  day,  and  his  presence  is 

comfort  to  me.  bp  to  this  time  there  been  £xx 

fewer  people  here  than  was  expected,  but  they 
r<  coming  in  fast  now. 

I  try  to  keep  in  touch  with  Japan,  and 
believe  the  policy  of  going  slow  in  returning 
missionaries  to  work  there  is  wise.  The  country 
must  be  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  and  a  clear 
judgment  by  the  church  ut  there  a 3  to  whht  ^  help 
is  needed  is  difficult  to  arrive  at.  The  mis-, 
sioaaries  at  work  in  the  schools  will  be  able  to 
give  wise  counsel  after  they  are  there  for  awhile. 

The  Board  hr  s  changed  greatly  in  the  last 

^  \ 

the  same  organization  in  1910*  '  P  ®s  > 

the  new  comes  in  to  trke  its  place.  Buu  Or  >d , 

Christ  -nd  His  Kingdom  remain  the  same  and  the 
work  will  go  on.  X  hope  this  finds  you  well. 


Codially  , 


EVERGREEN 


t-A 


y 


THE  REV.  STANLEY  KIEHL  GAMBELL 
428  SOUTH  44TH  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA  4.  PA. 


S  '<■ 


EVERGREEN 
3324 
5  6  5  4 


THE  REV.  STANLEY  KIEHL  GAMBELL 
428  SOUTH  44TH  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA  4.  PA. 


HooManb  $Im*hytmau  (Churd? 

Forty-Second  and  Pine  Streets 
Philadelphia  4.  Pa. 


the  Study 

Stanley  Kiehl  Gambell 

MINISTER 


llUwMa«&  $Ir?shtjtmatt  (Ulturfh 

Forty-Second  and  Pine  Streets 
Philadelphia  4.  Pa. 


Stanley  Kiehl  Gambell 

MINISTER 

James  Ramsay  Swain.  D.D. 

PASTOR  EMERITUS 


April 

Eleven 

1947 


Robert  M.  Heine 

CLERK  OF  THE  SESSION 


Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

Believe  me  when  I  tell  you  that  there  is 
no  way  that  we  can  adequately  thank  you 
for  what  you  did  in  our  midst  during  Holy 
Week.  Your  messages  were  wonderfully 
helpful  and  they  were  certainly  well  re¬ 
ceived.  And,  too,  we  were  deeply  grate¬ 
ful  here  at  Woodland  that  we  could  have 
you  again  at  our  Maundy  Thursday  service. 

I  trust  you  have  had  opportunity  now  to 
rest  after  a  rather  strenuous  week;  that, 
there  will  abide  with  you  that  satisfaction 
that  by  your  ministry  you  have  brought  an 
uncounted  number  close  to  their  Lord. 

This  letter  is  written  in  deepest  appre¬ 
ciation  and  with  sincere st  gratitude. 


SKG-iMO 


Garden  Court  Plaza,  10-K 
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Dear  Robert: 


Coronado  Beach,  Florida,  Dec*  2nd,  194-4. 


A  letter  should  have  gone  to  you  long  ago,  to  tell  you  how 
much  my  health  has  improved  since  the  operation  last  May.  It 
took  several  months  to  pic&  up  strength  and  energy,  but  now 
I  feel  like  a  new  man,.  -  stronger  physically  and  I  hope  clearer 
mentally  than  for  several  years. 

If  I  put  off  sending  you  a  Christmas  card  till  the  regular  time 
I  could  not  write  a  special  message;  so  am  sending  it  early, 
one  of  the  first  among  many  I  wish  to  send  my  friends,  I  wish 
for  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  a  very  happy  Christmas  tideand  many  more 
years  of  health  and  service. 

Donald,  on  his  discharge  from  the  army  on  account  of  ill 
health,  -  he  was  almost  throgh  training  as  a  liaisok  officer,  - 
has  joined  me  in  Florida.  He  has  work  here,  just  across  the 
inland  river  from  New  Smyrna;  and  here  I  have  joined  him  We 
are  pleaeaatly  situated,  not  very  far  from  the  Henry’s,  my  wife’s 
sister  and  her  husband.  I  have  a  good  many  friends  here  too, 
as  we  lived  here  from  *32  to  *36.  Every  one  says  I  look  bet¬ 
ter  even  than  In  those  days. /Don  cannot  take  on  very  heavy  work, 
being  called  60%  incapacitated.  But  he  is  I  hope  gro  wing  strong¬ 
er.  My  hand  is  a  bit  jerky,  so  I  do  not  write  long-hand  much; 
and  make  a  good  many  mistakes  on  the  machine.  Please  excuse. 

Thank  you  again  for  many  favors;  and  be  sure  of  my  lasting 
appreciation  of  your  friendship,  3nd  my  undying  friendship  and 
love  for  you. 


Ever  Affectionately  £ours. 


U?ale  Wixini  tg  School 


New  Haven  11,  Conn. 
March  20,  194-6 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

It  was  my  privilege  some  years  ago,  while  a  student  at 
the  University  of  Dubuque,  to  have  made  your  acquaintance  dur¬ 
ing  a  Faith  and  Life  Seminar  under  the  leadership  of  the  late 
Dr.  Irving.  You  had  the  great  kindness  then  to  send  me  one  of 
your  books  for  which  I  really  never  thanked  you.  I  am  very  sorry 
for  that  and  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  forgive  me  for  my 
negligence. 

For  almost  three  years  now  I  have  continued  my  studies  here 
at  Yale,  and  am  at  present  engaged  in  the  writing  of  my  Ph.  D. 
dissertation.  It  is  in  conjunction  with  this  that  I  should  like 
to  inquire  whether  I  might  come  to  Lakeville  to  speak  with  you 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  guidance  concerning  my  dis¬ 
sertation.  My  subject  is:  I'he  Grounds  and  Message  of  Christian 
Missions :  A  Study  of  Five  Representative  Protestant  Leaders. 

They  are:  J.  Hudson  Taylor;  Robert  E.  Speer;  William  Baton; 
William  E.  Hocking,  and  Hendrik  Kraemer. 

I  have  finished  the  chapter  on  J.  Hudson  Taylor.  And  now, 
before  going  on  to  the  next,  I  feel  that  I  cannot  do  so  with¬ 
out  having  consulted  with  you  personally.  I  have  read  twenty 
of  your  books  so  far,  and  the  intensive  study  of  them  has  be¬ 
come  a  particular  blessing  to  me.  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  you 
for  pointing  the  way  so  clearly  to  the  central  issue  involved 
everywhere  and  in  all  things:  Jesus  Christ.  If  I  feel  a  need, 
therefore,  in  seeking  your  counsel  concerning  the  dissertation, 
the  personal  desire--and  in  a  way  a  selfish  one--to  meet  you 
again,  because  of  what  your  convictions  mean  to  me,  is  even 
stronger.  I  can  only  pray  that  God  may  give  me  a  small  part  of 
the  devotion,  wisdom  and  knowledge,  with  which  He  has  endowed 
you. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  I  am  serving  a  small  Church  here  in 
New  Haven,  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  Tuesdays  are  difficult  days 
for  me  to  get  away;  Tuesday  being  the  day  of  our  mid-week  ser¬ 
vice.  But  on  any  of  the  other  days  I  am  free.  If  your  time  and 
work  will  permit  it,  I  would  come  on  any  day  that  you  might  pro¬ 
pose,  either  in  March  or  April,  which  would  be  most  convenient 
for  you. 

I  hope  I  am  not  being  too  forward  in  making  this  suggestion. 

Thanking  you  for  what  you  have  done  for  me,  and  with  every 
good  wish,  I  am. 


Cordially  yours, 
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TELEPHONE  WATKINS  S-2000 


CABLE  ADDRESS  “INCULCATE.  NEW  YORK' 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  TO.  N.  Y. 


Room  335 


Nov. 29th. 1945 


Dr. Robert  E.Speer 
Rock ledge 
Lakeville 
Conn. 

Dear  Dr.Speer* 

The  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  has  appointed  Mrs.Gley- 
steen  end  me  to  make  a  study  of  ”  The  channeling  of  literature  to 
missionaries  ”  in  the  various  Mission  Fields.. The  purpose  is  to 
help  them  not  only  along  the  lines  of  their  specialization*  but 
also  to  keep  them  growing  and  in  touch  with  what  is  best  and  vital 
in  the  field  of  thought  and  action* 

One  seldom  hears  you  speak  without  reference  to  some  book*  new  or 
ancient*  which  has  impressed  you,  or  without  your  quoting  some 
verse  of  poetry.  In  your  very  busy  life*  you  have  kept  in  touch 
with  a  wide  range  of  interests.  We  had  hoped  to  seek  for  an  inter- 
view  with  you  as  we  have  done  with  many  others*  but  that  seems  un= 
f ea  sible. 

However  we  should  be  most  grateful  if  you  would  answer  these  three 
questions  for  us  j- 

1.  What  list  of  ten  periodicals  of  Christian  and  general  inter¬ 
est  would  you  consider  as  a  good  standard  ? 

2.  Whet  would  you  suggest  if  the  ordained  minister’s  library 
were  limited  to  a  minimum  of  twenty  volumes  ?(A  good  many 
missionaries  have  lost  their  entire  library.) 

3.  Which  twelve  books  of  a  spiritual  and  devotional  nature* 
such  as  Brother  Lawrence’s  Practice  of  the  Presence  of  God* 
would  you  suggest  ? 

We  appreciate  how  difficult  it  is  to  answer  these  nUestions  as  there 
are  so  many  variable  factors,  but  your  choice  will  be  of  the  greatest 
value  to  us  all. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  the  questions  we  sent  missionaries*  nfct 
for  your  answer  but  information. 

Many  have  written  with  appreciation  of  your  reference  to  good  books 
in  your  letters  to  them® 


with  warmest  personal  regards  to  you  and  Mrs. Speer* 


V  

Wm.H.  &  Theodora  Culver  Gleysteen 
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340  W.55th  3t . ,  New  York, 
November  3rd,  1y45 


Dear  Mr. Spoor: 


You  will  rem_ember  Mrs.  Belle  Dodd,  wife  of  the 
Rev. Wm.T. Dodd,  pioneer  missionary  among  the  Tai  in  the  northern 
hinterland  of  Siam* 

Many  years  ago  I  ha^d  correspondence  with  tier  regarding 
the  resurrection  from  tbe  dead  of  a  Christian  in  Chleng  Mai 
in  answer  to  the  prayer  of  Christians.  Unfortunately  tier  let¬ 
ter  nas  disappeared  and  I  want  to  use  it  very  much. 

Have  you  any  notation  regarding  this  instance  of  miraculous 
and  divine  intervention?  Or  would  there  be  any  record  of  it 
at  1 5b  Fifth  Ave. 

I  have  other  instances  of  the  same  miracle  in  my  files,  one 
of  which  jin  Svfeen  jla  witnessed  to  by  an  old  friend  of  my  long 
residence  in  that  country. 

With  best  remembrances,  I  remain, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Srnest  .Gordon 


Qov  d  OY)  J  £  r  ^  ^ 


Brewster,  Cape  Cod. 
May  22*,  1946 


Dear  Dr. Speer: 


I  am  greatly  obliged  for  your  letter  correcting  my 
inclusion  of  ttie  alleged  Mather  letter  in  the  S.S. Times.  I  have  asked 
Mr  Howard  to  insert  it  as  soon  as  possible.  I  found  the  letter  in  a 
book  by  Mr  Charles  Taussig  the  title  of  which  I  cannot  recall,  not 
having  my  notes  with  me. 

One  other  matter.  There  wi^ll  appear  presently  a  book  of  85  pages 
reviewing  the  pro-alcohol  literature  of  the  Yale  School  of  Studies 
on  Alcohol.  This  school  has < or  seems  to  have.no  distant  relation  to 
the  Research  Council  on  Alcoholism  which  is  directly  financed  by  the 
great  distilling  interests.  The  Yale  School  is  itself  in  touch  wi&h 
the  Conference  of  the  Alcohol  eve rage  Industries,  a  propaganda  agency 
of  the  distillers.  As  far  as  I  can  judge  it  is  sympathetic  to  a  cam¬ 
paign  underway  to  break  down  temperance  Instruction  In  the  public 
schools.  The  Yale  alcohol  literature  conforms  to  %  these  re  la  t  icmshlps 
and  I  have  carefully  contrasted”  it  with  the  latest  European  literature 
on  the  subject.  Dr  Jellinek  )  who  heads  the  schoolj is  a  true  con¬ 
noisseur  of  the  alcohol  que3tio^n;  alsfc  a  man  of  charm  and  kindliness 
and  I  have  difficulty  in  undersj tandlng  how  he  can  take  the  position 
ha  does.  His  associates  including  Haggard  are  not  persons  of  any 
Importance ♦ 

I  have  sent/a  review  <Sopy,  o  r  at  least  ordered  sent,  to  Dr.  H.S. 
Coffin  since  he  is  on  the  Yale  Corporation.  Would  that  serve  for 
Lakeville  or  do  you  want  a  personal  copy?  The  oook  is  entitled 
"Alcohol  Reaction  at  Yale." 

Have  you  seen  "The  Wrecking  of  the  18th  Amendment  ?  I  will  send 
you  a  copy  If  you  wish.  The  man  [&ack  of  the  destruction  of  National 
Prohibition  was  Andrew  W. Mellon  ^who  was  put  into  the  ^reasuryship  to 
destroy  this  Amendment  and  he  dl_d  £t. 

I  trust  you  are  well  and  that  the  Lord  is  blessing  your 
present  years, 


Faithfully  ‘Xours  in  Christ, 

f  ^c? 


COMMITTEE  ON  AMERICAN  HISTORY 


Chairman 

HUGH  RUSSELL  FRASER 


2838  28th  ST.  N.  W.,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

July  9,  1946 


Secretary 

DAVID  RANKIN  BARBEE 

Executive  Committee 
DR.  ALLAN  NEVINS 
WENDELL  L.  WILLKIE 
CLAUDE  G.  BOWERS 
DR.  RICHARD  J.  PURCELL 
DEAN  CHARLES  PERGLER 
DR.  J.  NEILSON  BARRY 
DR.  SAUL  K.  PADOVER 
MATHEW  PAGE  ANDREWS 
HON.  WALTER  P.  ARMSTRONG 
DR.  ROBERT  W.  HAMBROOK 
RT.  REV.  PETER  GUILD  AY 
LT.  COL.  JAMES  HART,  JR. 

PHIL  STONG 

DR.  ALFRED  HUMAN 

REAR  ADM.  CHARLES  S.  BUTLER 

Members 

EDWARD  R.  TRAPNELL 
RALEIGH  W.  DAWSON 
OTIS  J.  BOUMA 
REV.  ALFRED  LOARING-CLARK 
RUSSELL  SAVILLE 
PROF.  HARRISON  ELLIOTT 
DAVID  ALGAR  BAILEY 
S.  J.  KENNEDY 
LESLIE  F.  SMITH 
SAMPSON  SCOTT 
ANITA  KIMBALL 
EDWARD  PARSONS 
CLARENCE  B.  JOHNSON 
HELEN  A.  LOOMIS 
FREDERICK  CALFEE 
WILSON  L.  SCOTT 
MORRIS  H.  RUBIN 
C.  RUDOLPH  JOHNSON 
GUY  JONES 
ALLISON  S.  JAMES 
WALTER  E.  FRENDS 
CHARLES  A.  FINNEY 
RICHARD  N.  SPECER 
WILLIAM  H.  NORTH 
PROF.  C.  N.  MORSE 
JOHN  ST.  JOHN 
THOMAS  E.  WINSTEAD 
VERNON  B.  WELLES 
A.  NEILSON  DONALDSON 
HERBERT  K.  WARREN 
PROF.  RANDOLPH  H.  NORRIS 
JOHN  D.  LYONS 
RANDOLPH  I.  RAND 
HERBERT  I.  MORRILL 
WILLIAM  L.  HERSEY 
WILSON  L.  SCOTT 


Mr.  Ernest  Gordon, 
c/o  Mrs.  R.  A.  Hall, 

Brewster,  Cape  Code,  Mass., 

Dear  Mr.  Gordon: 

On  May  11th,  last,  you  reprinted  in  your 
column  in  The  Sunday  School  Times  the  celebrat¬ 
ed  letter  of  Cotton  Mather,  dated  September  15, 
1682.  On  June  29th,  you  published  "a  correction” 
from  the  Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer.  I  am  taking  the 
liberty  of  sending  you  a  pamphlet  of  mine  enti¬ 
tled:  "Did  James  F.  Shunk  Forge  the  Cotton  Ma¬ 
ther  Letter?  The  Answer  is  definitely  No.”  It 
is  the  first  study  ever  made  of  this  incident; 
and  I  am  sure  -  at  least,  I  feel  certain-  that 
the  man  who  wrote  ”The  Leaven  of  the  Sadducees,” 
which  I  read  and  read  over  and  over  again  some 
twenty-five  years  ago,  will  fin^/it  not  uninter¬ 
esting.  It  has  received  much  attention  from 
scholars,  lawyers,  jurists  and  statesmen. 

A 

Yours  very  trpxly, 

Davi d  Rankin  Barbee 


Dear  Mr. Speer:  Trr  _  ,  • 

If  you  would  like  to  see  Mr. Barbee  s 

convincing  essay  I  will  mail  it  to  you. 

Sincerely  Yours , 

Ernest  Gordon 


J.  HARRY  GORLEY 

145  E.  FAYETTE  STREET 
U NIONTOWN.  PA. 


February  19,  194-6 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer:- 

My  acquaintance  with  you  is  but  one 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  very  much  like  the  old  expression, as  a 
ship  that  passes  in  the  night. 

In  August  1941  Mrs.  Gorley  and  myself  motored  to  Pittsburgh, 
and  out  to  Carnegie  Music  Hall  to  hear  you  speak,  after  the 
service  we  had  the  pleasureof  going  on  the  platform  and 
talking  to  you.  (Union  meeting  of  churches) 

I  am  prompted  to  write  you  these  lines  regarding  a 
matter  that  is  Immaterial  so  far  as  faith  is  concerned,  yet 
as  we  meditate  in  reading  the  scripture  one  often  times  has 
the  desire  or  certain  curiosity  regarding  the  scripture s#.» 

I  will  explain  first,  here  in  our  City  we  are  fortunate 
In  having  a  Supterintendent  of  Public  schools  one  Dr.  Nelson 
Mowls,  who  acting  as  dean  together  with  Rev.  Lome  H..  Belden 
D.  D.  President  of  the  ministerial  association  and  the  other 
Ministers  of  our  City  to  act  as  teachers* . Each  year  at  this 
season  they  put  on  a  course  of  study  of  one  night  each  week 
for  eight  weeks.  Anyone  for  the  sum  of  50cts.  as  a  registra¬ 
tion  fee  is  eligible  to  attend  these  lectures,  (At  this  pres¬ 
ent  time  the  registration  is  147)  here  to  obtain  instruction 
for  teachers, or  those  that  are  Interested  in  gaining  knowledge 
that  they  might  better  their  own  lives.,  they  have  different 
courses  such  as  the  old  testament,  the  new,  betterment  of 
Christian  living  etc#, 

Well  Mrs.  Gorley  and  myself  signed  up  this  year  under  Dr.  Clark, 
for  his  course  on  the  New  Testament.  La evening  his  lecture 
was  based  on  the  Bible  as  the  Infalible  word  of  God.  (  on  which 
I  accept  as  fact)  Of  course  this  leads  to  many  questions,  such 
as  Christ  in  Gethsemane,  according  to  the  word  we  find  Christ 
pleading  with  the  father  that  the  cup  might  be  removed  etc., 

Now  according  to  the  word  the  disciples  slep,  consquently  they 
could  not  have  heard  his  prayer  and  the  same  had  to  be  inspired 
revelation  from  God. (I  am  satisfied  this  is  correct)  Now  this 
led  up  to  and  regarding  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  are  told  that 
Christ  instructed  his  disciples  not  to  depart  from  Jerusalem 
but  wait  for  the  promise  of  the  father. 

Now  Dr  Speer,  as  I  told  you  above  I  would  like  to  have 
your  knowledge  or  opinion  as  you  can  give  it. 

Dr.  Clark  states  that  he  does  not  believe  that  the  power  given 
in  the  Book  of  Acts,  when  the  Apostles  were  able  to  speak  in 
tongues  other  than  their  own,  as  the  Spirit  moved  them.,  was 
continued  beyond  the  day  of  Pentecost.  ? 


J.  HARRY  GORLEY 

145  E.  FAYETTE  STREET 
U N IONTOWN,  PA. 


Dr.  Clark,  also  stated  that  in  early  Catechism,  that  666  as 
spoken  of  in  Revalations  Chapter  Xlll  Verse  18,  was  spoken  of 
as  the  Pope.  Do  you  have  anything  on  the  history  of  this  matter, 
or  as  to  why  was  it  droped  from  the  same.!  have  a  copy  of  the 
Westminister  Shorter  Catechism  here  before  me.  It  does  not  so 
record.  ? 

You  may  wonder  why  I  should  bring  these  questions  to  you. 

My  only  answer  is  that  you  as  a  Theologian  might  be  able  to 
satisfy  my  desire  to  know  ?  Some  day  if  you  have  the  time  I 
would  appreciate  hearing  from  you. 

May  God  give  you  strength  to  carry  on,  k  pleasant  evening 
spent  in  the  days  gone  by,  which  I  will  always  remember. 

I  remain 


Very  truly  yours, 


156  Fifth  Avenue 


NEW  YORK 


^ March  22,  1944 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  have  just  come  from  the  Fifth  Avenue 


Hospital  where  Miss  Connell  is,  and  I  have 
discouraging  news  to  tell  you  of  her.  I  think 


Dr.  Dodd  has  written  you  that  she  has  been  ill 
but  that  she  was  getting  better.  She  took  a  turn 
for  the  worse  last  night  and  today  is  in  a  critical 


She  knew  me,  but  I  remained  but  a 


condition. 


moment  with  her.  She  onxy  repeated  my  name. 

After  I  came  away,  I  telephoned  her  physician 
and,  in  answer  to  my  question,  she  said  that  Miss 
Connell  could  recover  but  that  she  did  not  think  she 
would  because  she  was  so  extremely  frail. 

We  shall  let  you  know  how  she  fares.  She 
knows  you  will  be  thinking  of  her  and  praying. 


CABLE  ADDRESS “INCULCATE  NEW  YORK” 


Q  y-  a.  /\  a  Wl .  a  €5 


TELEPHONE  WATKINS  9-2000 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


September  25,  1944 


To  the  Relatives  and  Friends 

of  the  Rev,  Watson  M,  Hoyw,  B*  B* 
of  the  Shantung  Mission 

Deer  Friends? 

Recauae  of  Dr.  Hayes' s  age  and  his  none  too  robust  health  during 
.  ^  following  message  will  not  be  unexpected  but* 

s  sffs.nsss's- 

States 

nnsfRitT  HAVING  TO  INFORM  100  DEPARTMENT  HAS  RSCEITED  AIRMAIL 
foasUBMCATION  DATED  SEPTEMBER  7  FROM  AMERICAN  LEGATION  Bfcfil 
S  OT  IMATiBn  HAS  REACHED  mi  OFFICE  THROUGH 

Ss  SeS  miEN  AUGUST  2  ~  DIABETES  MELLITOS  BRONCHOPNEUMONIA." 

Dr.  Heyee  was  horn  November  25,  1857.  He  and  Mrs.  Hayes  jelled 

Civilian  Assembly  Center  at  Seihaien,  Shantung,  C,,ina. 

In  accord  with  the  request  of  Dr.  Hayes,  Dr.  . Robert  E.  h®J 

prepared  the  memorial  minute  which  will  be  presented  the  Bocrd^t  i 
next  regular  meeting,  October  16,  1944.  Copies  of  this  mrnute  will 
then  b©  sent  to  tbs  family  ©nd  friend®# 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

for  Lloyd  S*  Bul&nd* 

Dear  ^havra  notation  on  our  card  that  you  are  to  be  notified  at  once  of 
Dr.  Hayes's  death  and  that  you  are  to  write  the  obituary  notices,  but  we  also 
have  Dr.  Stewart  Robinson's  letter  to  you,  saying  that  he  is  grateful 
the  two  copies  of  the  material  on  Dr.  Hayes  sent  to  him  in  Januaiy ,  1945  and 
that  he  has  sent  one  copy  of  this  material  to  Miss  Rachel  McDowell  of  the 
New;  York  Times.  Shall  we  call  the  attention  of  these  two  papers  to  this 

material  and  give  them  the  date  of  death  and  the  place?  Unless  you _ notify 

us  to  the  contrary,  we  shall  do  this  so  that  you  may  e  re  i 
tional  responsibility. 


F.G. 


February  23,  1945 


Associated  Boards 
for 

Christian  Colleges  in  China 
150  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York 


Miss  Frances  Graham 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  10,  N.Y* 


Dear  Miss  Graham: 


Mr.  Reid  of  the  Methodist  Office  has  sent  me  the 
inclosed  card  giving  a  good  deal  of  data  about  Dr.  Bowen. 
Inasmuch  as  we  asked  Dr.  Speer  to  prepare  the  resolution  and 
he  has  not  positively  declined  the  appointment,  I  think  we 
had  better  assume  that  he  will  do  it.  Some  of  the  people 
on  the  Nanking  Board  felt  that  he  was  the  ideal  person  for 
the  appointment. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Earle  E.  Ballou 


EHB :mec 


Bowen,  Arthur  John 

Address 


From 


Neponset,  Ill, 


Birth  Jan* 


Appointed 


12,  187$ Jut,  >81 7 

Birth-place 


Arr.  on  Field 

Oct. 


f,  2-UL  ■ 


Withdrawn  ~ 

( lu Jf.  J,  Ijio 
Retired 


Death 

19*4  (A- 
fauulca*. 
Resigned 


Wife  or  Husband 


Nora  Jones,-  Aug.  12,  1897  died  Jan.  14,  1938 
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TO  THE  BOARD  OFFICES 
FROM  THE  CHINA  OFFICE 


(x  toX^o^m  (  Ffa  vice^ 

Mey  7,  1945 


We  have  Just  received  the  following  from  C*  D»  Garritt, 
dated  May  4,  1945  from  Box  19,  Coronado  Beach,  Florida* 

"Regret  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  n qt  father,  Rev*  J*  C. 
Garritt,  at  the  8bove  address  today." 

Dr,  Gsrritt  was  a  missionary  in  Chine  from  1889  to  1922 
when  he  ms  obliged  to  retire  on  account  of  health.  He  wes  m 

president  of  Nanking  Theological  Seminary  and  ms  vice-chairmen  of 
China  Cornell,  serving  as  chairmen  during  a  furlough  absence  of  Dr. 

J.  W.  Lowrie.  Dr.  Garritt  ms  bom  November  11,  1865, 


F.G. 


■cr,*' 


V)r.  $j> 

C(J  -t- 


’4 V"w7rf  w‘ 


COPY 


May  7*  I9h5 


Mr.  C.  D.  Garritt 
Box  19 

Coronado  Beach,  Fla. 

Dear  Mr.  Garritt: 

Your  letter  has  just  reached  the  Board 
reporting  the  death  of  your  father.  Dr.  J.  C.  Garritt.. 

I  wish  to  express  to  you  the  deep  sympathy  of  the  Foreign 
Board  and  Executive  Staff  in  the  loss  of  this  great  mis¬ 
sionary  and  servant  of  Christ. 

Your  father  was  President  of  Nanking  Theological 
Seminary  when  I  went  out  to  Nanking  as  a  new  missionary. 
To  us,  he  was  an  inspiring  example.  He  was  a  man  of  very 
great  ability  and  with  a  keen  and  creative. mind ,  whose 
gifts  were  fully  devoted  to  Christian  service  in  China. 

We  know  tha  for  him  death  is  emancipation,  bringing  free 
dom  for  larger  life  and  fuller  service. 

I  shall  send  you  copies  of  the  Memorial  Minute 
when  it  is  adopted  by  the  Board. 


Sincerely  yours. 

Signed  “=*  Lloyd  S.  Ruland 


Boston,  Mass.,  April  24th,  1944 


To  th©  Trustees  of  The  Northfield  School®? 


Th®  committee  comprising  Arthur  Perry  as  Chairman,  with  President  Park, 


Messrs.  Gilbert,  Sunderland,  Cromwell,  MoConaughy,  and  Grandin,  charged  with  the 
search  of  a  Head  Master  for  Mt.  Hermon,  after  more  than  a  year  of  diligent  search, 
will  enthusiastically  present  to  the  Trustees  at  the  May  Meeting,  th©  name  of  Rev. 
Howard  L.  Rubendall. 


Many  names  were  considered  but  not  until  Mr.  James  Wendall,  a  Mt.  Hermon 


graduate  and  Head  Master  of  th©  Hill  School,  highly  recommended  Howard  L.  Rubendall, 
Minister  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Albany,  and  after  careful  investigation, 
was  the  committee  satisfied  the  right  man  had  been  found. 


A  brief  summary  of  his  life  is  as  follows : 

Born  at  Millersburg,  Pennsylvania  in  1910  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  Stock 
Graduated  from  Millersburg  High  School  in  1927 
Received  his  B.  A.  at  Dickinson  College  in  1931 
From  193 1-1934 j  teacher  of  English  and  Head  Coach  of  Athletics  at 
th©  American  University  of  Cairo,  Cairo,  Egypt 
From  1934-19373  attended  Union  Theological  Seminary  where  he 
received  his  B.  D. 

From  1937-19413  Teacher,  Chaplain,  at  the  Hill  School,  Pottstown,  Pa. 
From  1941  -  ;  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Married.  Two  children,  ages  six  years  and  seven  months 


Mr.  Rubendall  for  several  years,  has  been  one  of  th©  leaders  of  the  Young 
Women's  Conferences,  calling  him  often  to  Northfield. 


After  learning  he  would  carefully  consider  the  position.  President  Park 


invited  him  to  Northfield  where  he  spent  most  of  the  time  at  Mt.  Hermon.  Later  h© 
and  Mrs.  Rubendall  returned  to  again  make  a  study  of  the  task. 

Mr.  Sunderland  gave  a  luncheon  in  New  York  where  the  full  committee  had 
opportunity  to  hear  Mr.  Rubendall  and  to  ask  and  be  asked  many  questions.  The 
result  was  that  the  committee  was  unanimous  in  the  hope  that  Mr.  Rubendall  might 
accept  the  position  and  approved  Mr.  Perry  as  Chairman,  asking  President  Park  to 
extend  him  the  invitation  subject  to  confirmation  at  the  May  Trustee  Meeting. 

We  hope  that  Mr#  and  Mrs.  Rubendall  will  be  at  Northfield  Friday  night 
before  the  Meeting. 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  that  you  may  be  informed  in  advance  of  th© 
Meeting  and  to  further  say  that  President  Park  and  Mr.  Perry  have  received  from  Mr. 
Rubendall  the  good  news  of  his  acceptance,  subject  to  action  to  be  taken  at  th® 

May  Meeting. 


EDITORIAL  OFFICE 


(jr-r'aw'^  Po L-erT  d* 

THE  AMERICAN  BAPTIST  PUBLICATION  SOCIETY 

1701-1703  CHESTNUT  STREET  •  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

LUTHER  WESLEY  SMITH,  Executive  Secretary 

^efuzAtment  Sundau  School  PiMicaiicu^ 


August  31,  1945 


Dr*  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lake  ville 
Connecticut 

Dear  Doctor  Speer: 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  you 
will  read  the  advanced  galleys  on 
Dr.  Strong !s  new  book,  Jesus :  Our 
Authority  and  Example  in  Prayer*  It 
is  most  gracious  of  you  to  take  time 
to  do  this  reading,  and  I  am  hoping 
that  you  will  feel  disposed  to  send 
me  a  brief  statement  that  we  can  quote 
in  an  advertising  folder* 


Corrections  have  not  been  made 
on  the  galleys,  and  you  will  note  that 
the  Scripture  references  will  be  in¬ 
serted  in  the  last  pages  of  the  book. 
There  will  also  be  a  brief  dedication 
to  Dr.  Strong*  s  father. 


RJGsCKL 
Enel . 


Thank  you  for  helping  us  l 

Dr  dually 


yows. 


Robert 


Grant, 


Editor i(ay  Production 
Supervisor 


P.  S.  The  galleys  need  not  be 
re  turned. 


THE  AMERICAN  BAPTIST  PDBLICATION  SOCIETY 


1701-1703  CHESTNUT  STREET  •  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


LUTHER  WESLEY  SMITH,  Executive  Secretary 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Rockledge , 

Lakeville,  Connecticut. 

Dear  Dr  .  Speer : 

It  was  most  gracious  of  you  to  answer  my  request 
so  promptly. 

You  have  given  us  a  splendid  Review  of  Dr.  Strong’s 
book,  and  I  am  enclosing  two  typewritten  copies  of  the 
Review.  Please  note  that  the  title  of  the  book  is 
Jesus ,  The  Man  of  Prayer.  I  am  afraid  that  the  galleys 
were  misleading,  because  several  of  our  readers  used 
the  title  of  the  first  chapter  as  the  general  book  title. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  splendid  cooperation. 

We  shall  be  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  book  within  the 
next  month. 


Robert  ,/J J  Grant 

Editoria/  Production  Supervisor 
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Greece,  /f •  ffoss 


REV.  H.  ROSS  GREER.  President 


REV.  EARL  F.  SPENCER.  VICE-PRESIDENT 


LELAND  H.  SHAW.  SECRETARY -Treasurer 


Vs  4^*  Jwtclpss  (Eaimiis  (Mmztmal  JVsgocraiuin 

16  CANNON  STREET 


POUGHKEEPSIE.  N.  Y. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Dr.  Speer, 


May  I  say  again  how  much  I  personally 
enjoyed  what  you  did  for  our  Association  when  you  led 
our  day  of  devotion  at  the  Federated  Church?  Every  time 
since  that  day  when  I  have  seen  any  one  who  was  there, 
he  has  spoken  of  it  as  one  of  the  most  memorable  events 
the  Association  has  ever  had, 

I  only  wish  every  clergyman  in  this  part  of  the 
world  might  have  had  our  good  fortune # 

With  all  good  wishes, 

Faithfully  yours , 


Grace  Church  Rectory 
Millbrook,New  York 
October  26,1946 


JOSEPH  LINDSAY 


M.  H.  WHITE 


CLERK  OP  SESSION 

JAKE  S.  COLVIN 

SUPT,  SABBATH  SCHOOL 


(Associate  JRcformch  |3reshotermtt  Cl]urct| 


JOSEPH  L.  GRIER.  D.  D.  .  PASTOR 


CHESTER.  S.  C. 


Chairman  op  deacons 

JENNIE  M.  OATES 

TREASURER 


September  7  1944 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Please  accept  my  congrautla tions  and  best 
wishes  on  the  occasion  of  your  birthday,  Sabbath, 
September  the  tenth. 


You  have  surely  been  blessed  in  the  exten- 
tion  of  vigor  and  effectiveness  through  the  years. 

I  have  never  known  you  to  be  more  helpful  and  more 
forcible  than  you  were  this  summer  both  at  Bon- 
darken  and  Montreat.  I  heard  you  all  six  times  and 
am  very  grateful  to  you  for  each  message. 


May  your  birthday  be  a  most  happy  one  and 
may  you  have  great  satisfaction  in  the  realization 
of  the  blessings  that  you  have  enjoyed  through  the 
years  and  of  the  fact  that  you  have  been  a  blessing 
to  so  many. 


We  want  to  have  you  at  Bonclarken  again 
next  summer.  Dr.  McAllister  and  I  will  confer  and 
you  will  hear  from  me  later  as  to  the  details. 


Our  mutual  friend,  Dr.  S.  W.  Reid,  1  notice, 
is  just  about  your  age.  His  birthday  is  September  the 
ninth  and  he  was  born  the  same  year  as  you.  He  is  a 
very  gracious  man  and  I  thought  you  might  like  to  know 
this . 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn. 


JOSEPH  LINDSAY 


M.  H.  WHITE 


CLERK  OF  SESSION 

JAKE  S.  COLVIN 
SUPT,  SABBATH  SCHOOL 


j\ssncmte  ^eformch  |Ireshyiertan  Church 

JOSEPH  L.  GRIER.  D.  D.  .  PASTOR 

CHESTER.  S.  C. 


Chairman  of  dsaoqns 

JENNIE  M.  OATES 

TREASURER 


September 


8, 


1945. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer 

Please  accept  my  cordial  greetings  on  the 
occasion  of  your  birthday  Monday,  September  10th. 

You  are  to  be  congratulated  on  your  success¬ 
ful  recovery  and  your  continued  important  service  in 
the  Kingdom. 

May  you  have  a  most  birthday  and  be 

made  most  happy  by  the  expressions  you  receive  of  the 
very  high  regard  in  which  you  are  held  by  your  large 
circle  of  friends  and  admirers. 

I  am  sorry  I  did  not  get  to  hear  you  this 
Summer  at  Montra&t. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  our 
mutual  friend,  Dr#  S.  W.  Reid,  passed  away  about  two 
weeks  ago,  after  having  preached  that  morning  in  his 
own  pulpit. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Lakeville,  Conn. 


JOSEPH  LINDSAY 


M,  H.  WHITE 


CLERK  OF  SESSION 


JAKE  S.  COLVIN 

9UFT.  SABBATH  SCHOOL 


JOSEPH  L.  GRIER.  D.  D.  .  Pastor 


CHESTER.  S.  C. 


September  7  1946 


Chairman  of  deacons 

JENNIE  M.  OATES 

TREASURER 


Dear  Dr*  Speer: 

Tuesday,  September  the  tenth,  I  believe  is 
your  birthday  and  I  should  like  to  send  you  %  word  of 
congratulation  and  best  wishes. 

May  the  day  be  one  of  deep  satisfaction  as 
you  review  the  attainments  and  blessings  of  the  past 
year. 


You  are  to  be  most  sincerely  congratulated 
on  your  recovery  from  your  illness  and  on  the  unusual 
vigor  and  effectiveness  of  your  ministry  since. 

We  were  certainly  greatly  blessed  by  the 
two  sermons  you  gave  us  at  Bonclarken  this  summer. 

It  was  a  great  benediction  to  have  you  and  Bishop 
Hughes  at  the  same  time.  I  shall  never  forget  the 
inspiration  you  two  brought  us  at  the  close  of  our 
conference . 

I  hope  we  can  have  you  again  next  August, 
and  I  hope  that  you  will  keep  us  in  mind  in  making 
out  your  schedule.  I  have  not  learned  the  new  plat¬ 
form  director  at  Montrea t  who  will  succeed  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Allister.  Our  having  you  will  depend  upon  the  de¬ 
sires  of  the  Montreat  Committee.  I  do  hope  they  will 
cooperate  with  us  as  Dr.  McAllister  has  done,  and 
we  will  be  able  to  join  with  them  in  inviting  you 
down  again. 


Lakeville,  Conn. 


Erskine  College: 


FOUNDED  1B39 


r>UEJ  WBST,  SOUTH  CAROLINA 


Office  DfThe  President 


August  26,  1946 


Dr.  Robert  E .  Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

First,  let  me  thank  you  again  for  coming  to  our  conference  at 
Bonclarken,  and  for  the  stimulating  message  you  brought  us  on 
Laymen Ts  day.  Your  manner  of  presenting  the  truth  and  the 
truth  which  you  present  always  make  a  very  deep  appeal  to  me. 

My  journey  down  the  hills  was  without  untoward  event,  and  I 
was  able  to  reach  Anderson,  S.  C.  in  ample  time  for  the  11:15 
service.  Back  home  this  morning,  I  find  plenty  yet  in  front 
of  me  before  we’re  ready  for  the  opening  of  college  in  mid- 
September. 

Continuing  our  table  conversation,  let  me  indicate  somewhat 
more  adequately  what  is  in  mind  regarding  the  lectures  which  I 
so  earnestly  hope  you  may  find  it  possible  to  bring  us. 

Our  enrollment  this  year,  so  far  as  the  boys  are  concerned,  will 
consist  of  many  veterans.  These  boys,  having  passed  the  way  by 
which  national  necessity  has  led  them,  will  doubtless  find  the 
normal  and  the  right  way  confused  in  their  minds.  If  early  in 
their  college  year  they  could  have  some  messages  of  such  character 
as  will  stabilize  their  thinking  and  define  their  purpose,  presented 
by  someone  whose  national  and  world  outlook  is  held  in  unquestion¬ 
able  respect,  I  think  it  would  be  a  tremendous  service  to  them.  I 
know  of  no  one  Ifd  rather  have  for  this  service  than  you.  Hy 
thought  is  that  your  messages  would  be  additional  to  the  series 
which  is  presented  later  in  the  year  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Y.M.C.A.  and  Y.W.C.A.  and  connected  with  what  we  call  Religious 
Emphasis  week. 

According  to  your  convenience  we  can  schedule  these  four  or  five 
lectures  during  any  week  between  the  middle  of  October  and  the 
middle  of  December.  They  could  come  in  the  midst  of  the  week  or 
they  could  embrace  a  Sabbath  day.  We  shall  be  very  grateful  to 
you,  Doctor,  if  you  can  render  this  service  to  our  students.  Our 
enrollment  this  year  will  be  475-500,  divided  2/3  boys  and  l/3 
girls,  approximately. 

Besides  local  entertainment,  which  we  can  make  comfortable  and^as 
retired  as  you  may  desire,  we  can  provide  an  honorarium  of  $175.00. 

I  wish  our  monetary  gift  might  be  more  commensurate  with  the  worth 
of  your  services. 

Anticipating  hopefully  a  favorable  response,  I  am 


Erskine  College 

FOUNDED  1B39 
DUB  WEST,  SOOTH  CAROLINA 


&>Ur  fee. 


□  ffice  Of  The  President 


September  2,  1946 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville ,  Connecticut 

My  Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Your  good  letter  of  August  30th  came  to  me  this 
morning.  The  period  indicated  in  my  former  letter  is 
quite  elastic  and  it  occurs  to  me  that  a  few  days  before 
the  middle  of  October  would  suit  us  quite  as  we 11  as  the 
time  suggested.  Doctor,  would  a  few  days  with  us  be 
possible  any  time  between  the  1st  of  October  and  the 
Christmas  recess  December  18th?  Could  a  few  days  immediately 
before  your  Missouri  engagements  be  arranged? 

In  ca.se  nothing  before  Christmas  is  possible,  could 
we  arrange  for  the  engagement  in  January,  sometime  between 
the  6th  and  the  24th?  The  reason  ror  desiring  you  in  the 
fall  was  to  gain  the  benefits  of  your  messages  for  as 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  academic  year  as  possible. 

I  shall  be  most  grateful  to  you  If  at  one  or  the 
other  of  these  times  you  can  come  to  us. 

With  kindest  regards. 


Very  cord^adly  yours. 


R.  C.  Grier 


RCG: cag 


Q-r\er  ff'C , 


erskine  College 

FOUNDED  1839 

DUE  WEST.  SOUTH  CAROLINA 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 
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June  21,  1945 


Dr .  Robert  £.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

The  Seventh  Day  Adventists  appear  to  be 
interested  in  buying  the  TaxEnt  College  property.  My 
impression  is  that  they  desire  to  use  it  in  some  fashion 
as  a  training  s chool  for  missionaries.  Shall  we  consider 
seriously  a  reasonable  offer  from  them  if  it  is  made,  or 
is  there  a  reason  why  you  feel  that  the  property  should 
not  be  sold  to  Seventh  Day  Adventists?  My  impression 
of  those  people  is  that  they  are  earnestly  Christians  in 
their  faith  although  their  interpretation  of  teachings  of 
the  Bible  concerning  the  Sabbath  differ  somewhat  from  ours. 

I  understood  that  you  were  to  be  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  last  Sunday  and  had  hoped  to  get  in  touch  with  you 
but  I  was  in  the  hospital  at  that  time  and  was  not  permitted  to 
go  home  until  Tuesday  of  this  week. 
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